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5) Presentation Type:  Best Practice Presentation (45 minutes) 

 



6) Abstract:   

The learning needs of students today represent a unique shift in the way we think about 

student preparedness for the academic experience and our duty to create the optimal 

learning environment for them. This presentation provides different ways Department 

Chairs have led faculty to help students with varying needs find success in higher 

education. 
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8) Presentation Document:  

Today’s college students bring a wide variety of developmental, emotional, and learning 

needs to the higher education classroom.   A multidimensional perspective is required as 

we re-evaluate best practices and approaches to this new norm of students. 

 

This presentation will focus on the department chair’s role in leading faculty to be 

prepared and to support students who may have developmental needs, such as adjustment 

to the college setting or test anxiety, emotional needs, such as a background with trauma, 

and learning needs, such as reading or math difficulties,  The presenters will share 

different actions taken in their departments and at their university, such as creating a  

Counseling Training Lab for graduate counseling majors to work with students 

experiencing anxiety, depression, relationship problems, drug or alcohol abuse, creating 

an interdisciplinary course, The Trauma Informed Professional, and faculty professional 

development and curriculum revision on trauma informed schools and secondary trauma.  

 

Presenters will also share examples of student success made possible by dedicated faculty 

who stay informed of the current practices in Universal Design and appropriate 

accommodation. 

 

The underlying philosophy of this presentation is the understanding that while our goals 

as academic leaders are of meeting students where they are and getting them where they 

need to be have not changed, our paths to execution are much different. 

 

Participants will receive a handout of easy-to-implement techniques, links to useful 

resources, and sample syllabus statements. 
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