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PREFACE 

Over the last 40 years in the United States, undergraduate research activity in colleges and universities 

has been increasing dramatically, led initially by science professors needing help in laboratories. Thanks 

to national organizations such as the Council on Undergraduate Research (CUR) and the National 

Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR), these activities have been spreading rapidly into all 

disciplines. 

  

Abstract   

Undergraduate research has become a common degree requirement in the sciences and participation is 

growing rapidly in many other disciplines.  Although art degree programs have been among the last to 

embrace it as such, many undergraduate activities in art have components that could be combined 

into compelling undergraduate research projects, either in the required curriculum, part of existing 

courses, or capstone courses centered on undergraduate research.  

  

This presentation is based upon this up and coming book publication which I am the principle writer and 

coauthor with Dr. Jenny Olin Shanahan & Dr. Gregory Young. This talk starts with an overview of 

undergraduate research, supplies tools for scaffolding research skills, and examples of undergraduate 

research activities and case studies on projects in the various areas of study. 

  

About this book Undergraduate Research in Art: A Guide for Students: Routledge Press 

publication: late 2018 

We wrote this book to help faculty and students in the arts, and visual art in particular, become more 

accustomed to viewing what they do through the lens of “undergraduate research,” especially when a 

more inclusive sense of scholarship and creative activity is included. The acronym URSCA, which refers 

to undergraduate research, scholarship and creative activities, is seen by many as a more fitting way to 

talk about and recruit students to such opportunities.  



 
 


