Yojanna Cuenca-Carlino has a Ph.D. in special education from George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. She is an Associate Professor in the Department of Special Education at Illinois State University. She teaches courses on assessment, literacy, collaboration, current issues in special education, and program evaluation. Her primary area of research focuses on improving the literacy skills of students with high incidence disabilities. In 2017 she developed the GROWTH Mentoring Program for SED faculty.  As part of the program, faculty participate in workshops about various topics in higher education, support each other in teaching by engaging in peer-observation procedures using the video analysis software, and participate in writing sessions. On June 2018, she accepted the Interim Associate Chairperson position. In her new role, she works with undergraduate curricula, program assessment, faculty mentoring, and assists the Chair with Departmental operations.
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Stacey Jones Bock has a Ph.D. from the University of Kansas. She is Chairperson and a Full Professor in the Department of Special Education at Illinois State University. She was co-principal investigator on a grant for 9 years that provided technical assistance to families of children and youth with autism spectrum disorders (ASD), she co-created online professional development and undergraduate and graduate courses on ASD, and she co-authored the Asperger Syndrome Diagnostic Scale (ASDS). Dr. Jones Bock continues to publish in the area of autism spectrum disorders and provide service and support to local families. As Chair her goal is to support faculty in their professional lives. She started a formal mentoring program in the department in 2015 which developed into GROWTH under Dr. Cuenca-Carlino’s leadership. 

