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Dr. Toni Alexander holds a Doctor of Philosophy in Geography with specializations in cultural and  historical geography from Louisiana State University.  She is currently a Professor and Chairperson of the Department of History and Anthropology at Southeast Missouri State University.  Her research and publications focus largely upon the social and spatial marginalization of immigrant and underrepresented groups at a variety of geographic scales ranging from the local to the transnational.  In addition, she has also employed techniques of autoethnography in her research to investigate stigma and marginalization associated with invisible disability, particularly those related to mental illness, among faculty in higher education.
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Dr. Lesli K. Pace holds a Doctor of Philosophy in Communication with and emphasis in Rhetoric and Philosophy of Communication from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. She is currently an Associate Professor and Chairperson for the Department of Communication Studies and Modern Languages at Southeast Missouri State University. Her research and publications focus on the rhetoric of social movements, particularly civil rights and women’s movements in the U.S., parenting, and the implications of women in leadership roles in academia. She also works as an advocate for women and children in Cape Girardeau County with special emphasis on prevention of violence and abuse. 

Dr. Melissa Odegard holds a Doctor of Philosophy in Counselor Education and Counseling with an emphasis in Clinical Mental Health Counseling from Idaho State University. She is currently a Professor at Southeast Missouri State University and Chairs the Department of Psychology and Counseling. She is a Licensed Professional Counselor in MO with experience working with a variety of clients who have diverse presenting concerns including depression, anxiety, substance use, and LGBTQ concerns. Her professional research and publications highlight the need for counselor educators, supervisors, and professional counselors to incorporate social justice paradigms into their work. She also incorporates alternative creative modalities such as hypnosis, expressive arts, and popular culture interventions.  

