Brief biographical Sketch of Primary Presenter

Otrude N. Moyo is Associate Professor and Chair of the Social Work Department at the University of Michigan- Flint. Her recent publications include the following articles: Moyo, O.N. (2014). Child Welfare in the Context of Changing Socio Demographics: Rethinking Approaches and Priorities in the United States in Welbourne, Penelope & Dixon, John (Eds.) Protection and Child Welfare: Appraisal of Cultures, Policy and Practice. London: Jessica Kingsley Publishers. Moyo, O.N. (2013). Racialization in Higher Education: Experiences of an African Born Scholar Teaching and Learning in the United States in  Harushimana, I., Ikpeze, C, and Mthethwa-Sommers (Eds.) Reprocessing Race, Language and Ability: African- Born Educators and Students in Transitional America. New York: Peter Lang Publishing. Moyo, O.N & Dunn, E. (2012) Interrogating the New Racism “Color Blindness” in Human Service Delivery Agencies’ Efforts with “New Immigrants” in southern Maine, Journal of European Research Institute for Social Work, ERIS Web Journal – Special Theme Issue – Diversity in Social Work; Moyo, O.N. (2010). A commitment to social justice in a capitalist democracy: Are we being critical citizens or just moving along clichés? Journal of Progressive Human Services, 21: 3-7.
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Mary Jo, Finney is Associate Professor and Chair of the Education Department. Dr. Finney is the former Director of the University of Michigan-Flint’s Thompson Center for Learning and Teaching and the founder of the UM-Flint Reading Center, a facility that works with young children to improve their literacy skills. Dr. Finney’s research involves work that is connected to another program she directs – the Master of Arts in Education in urban high schools.
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