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''''. 
TIle public SChool;5 a multi -f3!Ceted toelallnstlWllon, 

It is a c,eatlon of society based on , sh.,e<t value­
knowled(le; the nl!9d to know, maste' and pertorm. " 
melhQd Dr which """iely reaffi rms it self, educal lon has 
stoo<'! as the American ideal of opportun ity. But the ques­
ti on of whether the opportun it y has l>een equal remains an 
lea ull of contro_ersy among $Oeial, po lit ica l aM educa· 
t lon, 1 theori sts. In a predomlnan1iy White society, are the 
cullu'al d ifferences of the Black populat ion being ad· 
d'essed? According 10 professor and suUlO. Janice Hlle­
Benson, 1I.e answer Is. res.oullding "no." 

In BI.el CMld,,,,, 7hei, /lools, Cultu, • • nd L .. ",III{I $", .. , Hale-Benson userts thai current..say public ed...e .. 
lion has no/ allowed lor d istincti .... cultural and COgnitive 
Dllllerns 01 the Black Child. As the West Alrlc.., herll-oe 
conlln ... s 10 Shape the cullu"" idenlily 01 Ihe Black "U' 
den!. he lind. parlicipal ion in lhe Euro-Amerlc.n cullur. 01 
Ihe SChool diUicult Beh""iorai pallern •. soc''''zallon 
style. and I .. rning s kil,. are mat1«ldly dinlmltar Irom 
those 01 Whlre students and "Amerlc.nlzed" Indl vld· 
ual s whO, dnpite loreign birthrlghl. halla underQOMe 
•• slml ili ion. 

TM M II.proc;laimed Ihesis 01 Ha le-Be n.on·s te~t Is "to 
OlTe r an alte rnative approach 10 conceptua lizi ng th e bens"· 

iora! .tyle. 01 Black cMdrlln and to 11'1 tM loundation lor 
davi sino e-ducat io<lal s tr.tegln th.t complement Black cui· 
lure.- The ultimar e 00aI1t -education lor survival- which 
ideally would re.ull lrom IncorPOrarln.g Iha learning slyies 
ty pically used In Ihe Black lamlly InlO I"" learning Slyies 
characlerl.llc oIlhe a ducanon" "rwlronm .. nl. 

In suppenlng lhe valldily ot h .. r Ihesl •. Ihe aulho< ex· 
ha usU .... ,y examl"", Ih .. historical, sociological and psy. 
chologlcal antecedents Ihal h_ conlrib<l!ed 10 lhe social 
and inlell~lu al totality of loday', Black American. Tracing 
the roolS 01 tile Black American 10 his African O<lgin, Hale­
Benson looks .... ilhin Ina cu ltu ral makeup 01 an e thnic group 
wh ich compri5<l. agrow in g portion 01 the popu lati on. What 
She fi nd s is a cullure riCh in trad iti on a nd s tee ped in ethn ic 
pride. Bul the traditio ns and be havio ral patterns so en· 
gra iMd in Black he rllage I re ve rbOten In Il1e pub lic s choo l 
MttinQ. TM chi ld reared In a home e n, iron menl that wei· 
come. active and ..acal P8rllel~tlon is ~nal ized lor such 
behavior in too &chOOI. Speech pan"rns Ihat are irtd igenou5 
to his cultural identity ~ un.eC<lprabl<l In lhe class room 
and Qu ickly corf« ~ed. And Ihe IOSI"rino of pesill .... sell· 
conce pl crucl~ 10 Ih' eduCldlonal e><perlence begins for 
the Black child wllh an eradication 01 lhose characlerlSlic. 
Ihal inlensely ldenlity "wll.-

While Hale-Benson', metorlc la sometimes biased 
and ac<::usaIO ...... ahe nevenlleleas opens eomeemotionally 
charged topics to mucn needed scrutiny. Her welt· 
fll"Sei1Irched and documented le~lls ••• 'uab'e eontributioo 
10 the , 'udy of tne Black educ.llonal e xperience in 
Ame~ca. 
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