
:it,hans-Joachim: Wegzeichen. Rudolstadt: 
G r e i f e n v l g . , 1°76. 
I n e i n e r schlanken, k o n z e n t r i e r t e n Erzählung ge­
s t a l t e t der Autor das Leiden eines s e n s i b l e n 
Künstlers an s e i n e r spätbürgerlichen Umwelt. 

Loest, E r i c h : Die Oma im Schlauchboot. B e r l i n : 
E u l e n s p i e g e l v l g . , 1^76 
Diese K u r z g e s c h i c h t e n s i n d p o i n t i e r t i n D i a l o g 
und S i t u a t i o n , i h r Witz r e s u l t i e r t aus der ge­
nauen Beobachtung k o n k r e t e r Vorgänge und g e s e l l ­
s c h a f t l i c h e r Verhaltensweisen. 

S c h u l z , Jo: Laufen ohne Vordermann. V l g . N a t i o n , 
1976. 
In s e i n e n e r s t e n Ronan erzählt der Autor das 
S c h i c k s a l des Seb a s t i a n B r a t t , der n a t i o n a l i s ­
t i s c h erzogen, hitlergläubig i n den K r i e g mar­
s c h i e r t , plötzlich auf s i c h a l l e i n g e s t e l l t , 
ohne Vordermann s i c h s e l b s t entscheiden muß. 

Stade, M a r t i n : Siebzehn schöne F i s c h e . B e r l i n : 
Buchvlg. Der 1-lorgen, 1°76. 
Kuß A l t e r Einsamkeit bedeuten? Gibt es —wenn 
schon n i c h t einen G e n e r a t i o n s k o n f l i k t — d e n n o c h 
Generationsunterschiede? Gefährdet die f o r t ­
s c h reitende T e c h n i s i e r u n g d i e Umwelt des Menschen? 
l ' a r t i n Stade s t e l l t i n seinem neuen Buch Fragen 
und i n Frage. 

**********. 

B O O K R E N E W S 
New German C r i t i q u e No. 9 F a l l 1976 

The c u r r e n t i s s u e of New German C r i t i q u e 
i n c l u d e s s e v e r a l p i e c e s of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t to 
those concerned w i t h GDR l i t e r a t u r e and c u l ­
t u r a l p o l i c i e s . B u l l e t i n readers should be 
aware of two essays i n p a r t i c u l a r . F i r s t , 
i n "Vacation from R e a l i t y , " H e i n r i c h Mohr 
di s c u s s e s R o l f Schneider's novel Die Reise 
nach Jaroslaw (VEB H i n s t o r f f i n 1974 and 
Luchterhand, 1975) w i t h i n the context of the 
controversy s t i r r e d up by U l r i c h F l e n z d o r f ' s 
Die neuen Leiden des jungen _W . While Möhr 
does examine the s t r u c t u r e of the Schneider 
n o v e l and the l i t e r a r y connections to P l e n z -
d o r f , the key to h i s argument l i e s i n the 

s o c i a l message he i s able to d i s t i l l : i n d i ­
v i d u a l p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e b e l l i o n coupled w i t h 
the r e t e n t i o n of the s t a t u s quo. The i s s u e 
a l s o c o n t a i n s an i n t e r v i e w w i t h Schneider 
by P e t e r Hutchinson. 

The second essay of major i n t e r e s t i s 
Jay R o s e l l i n i ' s r e p o r t , "Poetry and C r i t i c ­
ism i n the German Democr* t i c R e p u b l i c : the 
1972 D i s c u s s i o n i n the Context of C u l t u r a l 
P o l i c y . " R o s e l l i n i sees the d i s c u s s i o n whic) 
took p l a c e i n the pages o f S i n n und Form an( 
Weimarer Beiträge as p a r t o f "an ongoing 
c o n f l i c t of views concerning the d i a l e c t i c s 
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y development i n the GDR." He 
o u t l i n e s the o p p o s i t i o n between the "sub-
j e c t i v i s t " o r ' " p h i l o s o p h i c a l " poets and the: 
more orthodox c r i t i c s . While the debate 
r e v o l v e d g e n e r a l l y around i s s u e s o f form, i t 
i s s i g n i f i c a n t , a c c o r d i n g to R o s e l l i n i , as 
an i n d i c a t o r of a p o t e n t i a l debate over 
p o l i t i c a l l y charged questions of content. 

The i s s u e a l s o i n c l u d e s a t r a n s l a t i o n 
of a Brecht poem "the Rearing of M i l l e t " w i t 
a s h o r t i n t r o d u c t i o n by David B a t h r i c k . Ther 
i s a l s o a s e r i e s of a r t i c l e s ( i n c l u d i n g an 
i n t e r v i e w ) on E r n s t 31och. 

********** 

Gransow, V o l k e r : K u l t u r p o l i t i k i n der DDR, 
Volk e r Spiess V l g . , (West) B e r l i n , 1975 
Gransow's K u l t u r p o l i t i k i n der DDR provides i ' 
readers w i t h a f a i r l y comprehensive and up to 
date i n t r o d u c t i o n to the h i s t o r y of the GDR ai 
i t s c u l t u r a l p o l i c y . By p r e s e n t i n g h i s materia 
i n an a l m o s t - c h r o n o l o g i c a l f a s h i o n , Gransow 
makes i t p a r t i c u l a r l y a c c e s s i b l e to those who 
have had no previous exposure to the GDR. 
The book i s d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r s e c t i o n s . P a r t J 
contai n s a survey of p l u r a l i s t i c , methodologi< 
paradigms o f s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t i e s , which Grans( 
r e j e c t s i n f a v o r of h i s own paradigm drawn f r ( 
s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m . P a r t 3 conta i n s a much 
needed and c l e a r a n a l y s i s of the Ma r x i s t conce 
of c u l t u r e , which i s i n d i s p e n s a b l e f o r an unde 
sta n d i n g o f s o c i a l i s t c u l t u r a l p o l i c y i n the 
GDR. Gransow shows the h i s t o r i c a l development 
and m o d i f i c a t i o n o f t h i s concept of c u l t u r e , t 
drawing h e a v i l y from Marx, L e n i n and, to some 
ex t e n t , S t a l i n . Hao's concept of c u l t u r a l r e ­
v o l u t i o n i s e x p l i c i t l y r e j e c t e d as i r r e l e v a n t 
and r e l e g a t e d to a convenient f o o t n o t e . P a r t C 
c o n s t i t u t e s the main body o f the book and dea] 
w i t h the h i s t o r y proper of the GDR sin c e i t s i 
c e p t i o n . GDR c u l t u r a l p o l i c y i s looked at 
.through a c l o s e a n a l y s i s of i t s i n s t i t u t i o n a l ^ 
s a t i o n . I n p a r t D, the author takes a c l o s e r 




