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************** 
A NEW YEAR, A NEW REQUEST 

While the l a s t issue's request for c r i t i q u e s 
and suggestions for the continuance of the 
B u l l e t i n brought some g r a t i f y i n g responses 
and encouragement to our e f f o r t s , one of the 
more discouraging aspects of keeping the Bul­
l e t i n going i s the ever-increasing amount of 
correspondence involving personal requests 
which do not r e l a t e d i r e c t l y to material 
which can or should be published i n the 
B u l l e t i n . Although every attempt i s made 
through the B u l l e t i n to meet the needs of 
those interested i n research or teaching on 
GDR topics, i t i s not possible to comply 
with personal requests for t o p i c a l b i b l i o ­
graphies or course o u t l i n e s , d i s s e r t a t i o n 
advice, fellowship information, or p u b l i ­
cation opportunities, to name a few of the 
more common problems. Everything of t h i s 
nature which i s received i s published i n 
the B u l l e t i n and there are simply not the 
resources for s p e c i a l e f f o r t s on most i n d i ­
v i dual problems. Some, however, such as 
the numerous requests for bibliographies 
of English translations (see Research i n 
Progress section) can be met by an appeal 

to readers of the B u l l e t i n . Others, such as 
funding for conferences and symposia, special 
GDR publications, i n d i v i d u a l and group t r a v e l , 
are unfortunately beyond our range of compe­
tence — as i s p o l i t i c a l information, v i s a 
advice, t r a v e l planning and organizing l e c ­
ture tours. 

While t h i s request i s i n no way meant to 
discourage the many submissions of announcement; 
bibliographic information and book reviews,as 
well as requests for information to be solicite< 
from the general readership, i t i s a plea for 
understanding the problems caused by tr y i n g to 
respond to hundreds of l e t t e r s i n c i d e n t a l to 
the production of the B u l l e t i n — and the terse< 
ness of many of those r e p l i e s . 

*****-'********* 

FORTHCOMING C O N F E R E N C E S 
IMAGES OF REVOLUTION IN THE CULTURE OF THE 
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
The second annual conference on the German 
Democratic Republic at the World Fellowship 
Center i n Conway, New Hampshire w i l l be held 
form June 24 to July 1, 1976. The theme of 
the conference w i l l be the r e f l e c t i o n of 
s o c i a l i s t revolution i n the culture of the 
GDR. Of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t w i l l be the questi( 
of the continuation of t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r a l and 
a r t i s t i c forms i n a new society of socialism 
and the resultant question of "Erbaneignung." 
While i t i s to be expected that at t h i s time i n 
the United States and Canada people interested 
i n the arts and l i t e r a t u r e w i l l be p a r t i c u l a r l y 
interested i n these questions, people from 
other areas involved with the study of culture -
hi s t o r i a n s , s o c i o l o g i s t s , p o l i t i c a l s c i e n t i s t s , 
etc. - are also c o r d i a l l y i n v i t e d . Within the 
area of the a r t s , questions about the r e f l e c t i o i 
i n l i t e r a t u r e , for example, of such revolutionai 
ideas and practices as are contained i n feminisr 
are of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t . 

Papers dealing with topics from t h i s gen­
e r a l area are i n v i t e d and should be submitted 
by A p r i l 30, 1976 to: Duncan Smith, Box E, 
German Dept., Brown University, Providence, 
R.I. 02912. 


