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CONFERENCES 
NINTH GDR INTERNATIONAL NEW HAMPSHIRE SYMPOSIUM 

ON THE GDR 
(June 17-24, 1983) 

For the n i n t h time GDR s p e c i a l i s t s came t o g e t h e r i n June at 
the World F e l l o w s h i p Center i n Conway, New Hampshire, f o r the 
week of p a p e r - p r e s e n t a t i o n , d i s c u s s i o n , and people-meeting 
t h a t has become an annual a f f a i r f o r many. The well-known 
c o l l e g i a l i t y of the Symposium " o l d - t i m e r s " t h i s year was ex­
tended to welcome numerous American " f i r s t - t i m e r s , " as w e l l as 
three p a r t i c i p a n t s from West B e r l i n ( P e t e r W e n s i e r s k i and 
Wolfgang Büscher of the A r b e i t s g e m e i n s c h a f t für k i r c h l i c h e 
P u b l i s t i k and Günter Erbe of the F r e i e Universität) and f o u r 
p a r t i c i p a n t s from the GDR ( E d i t h Anderson, author of B l i t z aus 
h e i t e r m Himmel: H e i d r u n S c h o r c h t , Jena U n i v e r s i t y and exchange 
teacher a t C o l b y C o l l e g e ; E l i s a b e t h A d l e r , E v a n g e l i s c h e Akade­
mie B e r l i n ; and P a s t o r Johannes Modrow of G r e i f s w a l d ) . 
I n a d d i t i o n t o showing of the GDR f i l m " S o l o Sonny" (K. W o l f , 
1980) and an i n f o r m a l p r e s e n t a t i o n (V. Gransow) of m u s i c a l ex­
amples of p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e , t h i r t y - f o u r papers were presented 
i n the course of the week. Most of the p r e s e n t a t i o n s concerned 
GDR l i t e r a t u r e and c u l t u r e : l y r i c p o e t r y (D. Smith, F. König), 
r e l a t i v e l y unknown GDR w r i t e r s (G. E r b e , D. Rosenberg, B. F i ­
scher) , developments i n l i n g u i s t i c s ( J . Cope l a n d ) , t r a v e l l i t e r ­
a t u r e (C. Z o f a c h , H. S c h o r c h t ) , t h e a t e r and drama (G. T r a c y , L. 
Romero, J . Holmes), recent GDR l i t e r a r y developments (U. Bran­
des, C. C o s e n t i n o , N. Lauckner, J . Knowlton, E. T o e g e l , C. Ro­
mero, D. S e v i n , S. Johnson), s e x i s t problems i n p u b l i s h i n g (E. 
Anderson), f i c t i o n a l images of t e a c h e r s (M. Krueger, C. P o o r e ) , 
and E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n s (M. Gerber) . 
Other Symposium emphases concerned s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s i n 
the GDR. As P. W e n s i e r s k i p o i n t e d o u t , developments i n e c o l o g y , 
peace, women's movement, l i t e r a t u r e , e t c . taken t o g e t h e r mean 
great changes are underway i n the GDR, from both the top down 
and bottom up. Thanks t o a c e r t a i n e c o n o m i c - p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y , 
experiments can come from the SED and from l o c a l i n i t i a t i v e s . 
Thus the peace e f f o r t s , f o r i n s t a n c e , w h i l e not c o n s t i t u t i n g a 
"movement," are the e f f o r t s of i n d i v i d u a l church, c u l t u r a l , or 
p r i v a t e groups of concerned c i t i z e n s . I n a d d i t i o n to Wensier-
s k i ' s d i s c u s s i o n of those peace e f f o r t s , o t her papers focussed 
on the GDR's poets and peace (W. Müller), c e l e b r a t i o n of the 
LutherJubiläum (W. BUscher), and the i s s u e of L u t h e r ' s a n t i -
S emitism r a i s e d by Stephan Heym i n Ahasver (C. Schmauch). 
A d d i t i o n a l papers d e a l t w i t h p o l i t i c a l t h e o r y , i . e . , "New New 
L e f t " p e r s p e c t i v e s of Marxism (A. A r a t o , V. Gransow), a r e p o r t 
on the new Marx/Engels Gesamtausgabe (C. P l e t s c h ) , and an 
assessment of the GDR response to Western " r e v i v a l s " of N i e t z ­
sche (D. Sweet). Other s o c i a l s c i e n c e p r e s e n t a t i o n s took up 
the GDR's economic s i t u a t i o n (H. S h a f f e r ) , the e f f e c t of post-
i n d u s t r i a l i s m on e l i t e a t t i t u d e s ( J . Rader), s o c i a l i s t c h i l d 
r e a r i n g ( I . W i n t e r ) , and GDR " H e f t r e i h e n l i t e r a t u r " as a channel 
of p o l i t i c a l s o c i a l i z a t i o n (A. M a l l i n c k r o d t ) . S e l e c t i o n s from 
these 1983 papers w i l l be p u b l i s h e d , as i n the past three y e a r s , 
i n a volume t o be e d i t e d by Margy Gerber and a v a i l a b l e by the 
next Symposium. 
The above overview of the Symposium's content suggests both i t s 
s t r e n g t h s and weaknesses. For f i r s t - t i m e r s ( i n c l u d i n g t h i s 
w r i t e r ) , the breadth of the l i t e r a r y i n t e r e s t s was i m p r e s s i v e , 
as was the e g a l i t a r i a n i s m between male/female s c h o l a r s i n the 
f i e l d (not always found i n other d i s c i p l i n e s ) . And i f one was 
accustomed, f o r i n s t a n c e , to FRG c o n f e r e n c e s , the number of 
Conway p a r t i c i p a n t s h a v i n g p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t s i n the GDR, r a t h e r 
than doing t h e i r r e s e a r c h from a f a r , was a s t o n i s h i n g -- and 
encouraging, f o r the r e l a t i v e l y g r e a t e r a c c e s s i b i l i t y to GDR 
sources may have been a f a c t o r i n the above-average balance and 
moderation of the papers (as c o n t r a s t e d to the tone of other 
d i s c i p l i n a r y c o n f e r e n c e s ) . On the l e s s p o s i t i v e s i d e was the 

r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l number of s o c i a l s c i e n c e c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o the 
Symposium. G r e a t e r p a r t i c i p a t i o n of h i s t o r i a n s , p o l i t i c a l 
s c i e n t i s t s , and s o c i o l o g i s t s , f o r i n s t a n c e , c o u l d be f r u i t f u l , 
e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s (at l e a s t i n the FRG) are 
showing i n c r e a s i n g i n t e r e s t i n u s i n g GDR l i t e r a r y t e x t s t o 
a n a l y z e images of working c o n d i t i o n s , h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s , pro­
gress i n women's emancipation, e t c . i n t h a t c o u n t r y . Another 
obvious l a c k a t Conway, both among the Germanists and the so­
c i a l s c i e n t i s t s but a l s o between them, was the absence o f i n ­
f o r m a t i o n - s h a r i n g about the t h e o r i e s and methodologies w i t h 
which they had worked. The "how" of the s p e c i a l i s t s ' r e s e a r c l 
c o u l d have been j u s t as i m p r e s s i v e and u s e f u l as the "what" 
r e f e r r e d t o above. 
However, a conference o b v i o u s l y i s more than papers and the 
i n f o r m a t i o n they c o n t a i n . I t i s an i n t e r r e l a t i n g o f p e o p l e , 
an atmosphere. And i n t h i s r e s p e c t the GDR Symposium e x c e l s . 
W i t h i n the c o n t e x t of the World F e l l o w s h i p Center and i t s 
h i s t o r y as a s t i m u l u s t o p r o g r e s s i v e thought and p r a c t i c e d 
humanism, the GDR Symposium becomes j u s t t h a t . From the d i ­
r e c t o r t o the k i t c h e n s t a f f , , from the p a r t i c i p a n t s t o guest 
o b s e r v e r s , the s p o n t a n e i t y of the week-long Symposium i s i n ­
f e c t i o u s . One s i m p l y enjoys the people and the modest s e t ­
t i n g . That l e a r n i n g and exchanging ideas about the GDR then 
flows as openly as i t does i s "selbstverständlich," and y e t 
remarkable. 
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