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L i v i n g i n B e r l i n i s p a r t o f a s e r i e s d esigned 
to a c q u a i n t young r e a d e r s w i t h v a r i o u s w o r l d 
c i t i e s . In i t s a b b r e v i a t e d f a s h i o n i t does 
convey important f a c t s about the v i c i s s i t u d e s of 
l i f e i n the two complex c i t i e s of East and West 
B e r l i n . Author Barbara Einhorn discusses r e l e ­
vant h i s t o r i c a l , p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l r e a l i t y 
which i n c l u d e s the Nazi p e r i o d , the d i v i s i o n of 
B e r l i n , t h e B e r l i n W a l l , h o u s i n g , e d u c a t i o n , 
mass t r a n s p o r t , a l o n g w i t h some o f the more 
mundane d e t a i l s o f d a i l y l i f e . I t i s a wide 
range o f m a t e r i a l , and E i n h o r n h a n d l e s i t 
e f f e c t i v e l y . Yet i n her apparent d e s i r e to 
provide a balanced p i c t u r e of two very d i f f e r e n t 
yet r e l a t e d c i t i e s , her w r i t i n g s u f f e r s from an 
excess of caution and t a c t . She presents " j u s t 
the f a c t s " (but which f a c t s ? ) , l a c e d w i t h an 
optimism and d o m e s t i c i t y intended to appeal to 
young r e a d e r s . Yet such t a c t p r e v e n t s a more 
hard-nosed a p p r a i s a l o f the d i f f e r e n c e s between 
East and West B e r l i n . There i s no mention of 
the "AusländerhaG" t h a t has so shaken West 
B e r l i n i n recent years. Instead, we read of the 
" c o l o r f u l m i x t u r e o f <the c i t y ' s > p o p u l a t i o n . " 
Nor i s t h e r e mention o f the o r d e r s to shoot t o 
k i l l during escape attempts from East B e r l i n — 
a p o w e r f u l f a c t known to even very young East 
B e r l i n c h i l d r e n . S i m i l a r l y , i n a b r i e f d i s c u s ­
s i o n on " F a m i l i e s and F e s t i v a l s , " the author 
d e s c r i b e s the Day o f the R e p u b l i c as "the b i g ­
gest f a m i l y f e s t i v a l i n East B e r l i n " ; yet she 
n e g l e c t s the f a c t t h a t p a r t i c i p a n t s i n several 

of t h a t day's a c t i v i t i e s are c o m p e l l e d to take 
p a r t , t h a t E a s t B e r l i n e r s ( i n c l u d i n g c h i l d r e n ) 
speak w r y l y o f " f r e i w i l l i g e r Zwang" -- f o r c e d 
v o l u n t a r y p a r t i c i p a t i o n . These, t o o , are the 
f a c t s ; and they do require commentary which i s 
missing i n t h i s book. As one reads through t h i s 
volume, one senses t h a t the author i s a v o i d i n g 
some very thorny questions — questions, by the 
way, t h a t c h i l d r e n are more than c a p a b l e of 
a s k i n g . 

At a deeper l e v e l , the author misses an 
opportunity to examine more c l o s e l y the ways i n 
which p o l i t i c s and h i s t o r y i n f i l t r a t e i n d i v i d u a l 
and f a m i l y l i f e i n these c i t i e s . E x i s t e n t i a l l y , 
l e t a l o ne p o l i t i c a l l y or e c o n o m i c a l l y , i t i s a 
very d i f f e r e n t e x p e r i e n c e t o be on the East as 
opposed to the West B e r l i n s i d e o f the W a l l . 
Y e t , i n a b r i e f s e c t i o n o f t h i s book, "Young 
B e r l i n e r s Speak," t h e r e a r e , i n f a c t , no East 
B e r l i n v o i c e s -- an i m p o r t a n t o m i s s i o n . 
C e r t a i n l y a book for young people ought to shed 
some l i g h t on the ways i n which these German 
c h i l d r e n come to terms wi t h a complicated p o l i t ­
i c a l and s o c i a l predicament. And some of these 
statements by West B e r l i n youngsters about the 
W a l l are i n s t r u c t i v e , i f b r i e f : "I t h i n k i t 
would be b e t t e r i f the W a l l wasn't t h e r e . I t 
would be e a s i e r f o r people to stay i n touch w i t h 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s . I t ' s s a d , r e a l l y . " But what 
would an East B e r l i n youngster have to say? 
Perhaps something l i k e I heard from a t w e l v e 
year o l d g i r l i n t h a t c i t y , a f t e r she had 
witnessed a t e l e v i s e d news report about an es­
cape at t e m p t from her c i t y , her home. " I ' l l 
never f o r g e t i t . That was when I r e a l l y began 
to f e e l l i k e they were l y i n g to us here. Up 
u n t i l then I j u s t thought the Wall was there to 
keep 'them' out. But t h a t n i g h t on the West 
news they t o l d about t h i s man who was k i l l e d 
when he t r i e d to get over the W a l l . There was 
one p i c t u r e o f him l y i n g t h e r e i n 'no man's 
land,' dead I think. And j u s t because he wanted 
to go to the West. They s h o u l d have j u s t l e t 
him go; but they won't l e t any of us go. That's 
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why the W a l l i s t h e r e ! " This i s poignant 
r e a l i t y that c h i l d r e n on both s i d e s of the Wall 
are d e a l i n g w i t h , and i t s i n f l u e n c e runs deeD. 

Obviously t h i s book i s intended as an i n t r o ­
d u c t i o n to East and West B e r l i n , not as a com­
prehensive p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l h i s t o r y of these 
c i t i e s , and as such i t works reasonably w e l l . 
And the author i s r i g h t to acknowledge the p o s i ­
t i v e a t t r i b u t e s to l i f e on e i t h e r s i d e o f the 
W a l l . Yet there are a l s o harsh t r u t h s here, and 
they are very much on the minds of c h i l d r e n and 
young people growing up w i t h them. I wish that 
these r e a l i t i e s , t o o , had made i t i n t o t h i s 
book. 
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B e t t i n a von Arnim i s t ni c h t nur a l s romanti­
sche S c h r i f t s t e l l e r i n , sondern auch wegen i h r e s 
p o l i t i s c h e n Engagements i n d i e L i t e r a t u r ­
g e s c h i c h t e eingegangen. Die Nachwelt verbindet 
mit ihrem Namen eine P e r s ö n l i c h k e i t von außerge­
wöhnlicher Spontaneität und überlegener I n t e l l i ­
genz . 

B e t t i n a war e i n e E n k e l i n Sophie von La 
Roches, Schwester Clemens Brentanos und G a t t i n 
Achim von A r n i m s . Die m e i s t e n bedeutenden 
Menschen i h r e r Z e i t kannte s i e p e r s ö n l i c h . 
Goethe, e i n i g e D i c h t e r der H e i d e l b e r g e r und 
Jenaer Romantik, S c h e l l i n g , Beethoven, der junge 
K a r l Marx und v i e l e andere g e h ö r t e n zu ihrem 
Freundeskreis. Ihr e r s t e s Buch "Goethes B r i e f ­
w echsel mit einem Kinde", e i n e f r e i e l i t e r a ­
r i s c h e Bearbeitung i h r e r e i genen Korrespondenz 
mit dem D i c h t e r , machte s i e s c h l a g a r t i g berühmt. 

Si e e r l e b t e d i e bewegte Z e i t z w i s c h e n der 
französischen Revolution und den Volkserhebungen 
von 1848 i n B e r l i n und Wien. A l s e i n e der 
ersten deutschen Frauen versuchte s i e , vor allem 
i n i h r e n l e t z t e n L e b e n s j a h r e n , i n d i e P o l i t i k 
e i n z u g r e i f e n . Dies gelang i h r zumindest t e i l ­
w e ise durch P u b l i k a t i o n e n , durch B r i e f e , und 
n i c h t z u l e t z t durch die F a s z i n a t i o n s k r a f t i h r e r 
P e r s ö n l i c h k e i t , die vor allem auf die Anhänger 
des Vormärz und d i e studentische Jugend w i r k t e . 

Das gängige B e t t i n a - B i l d hat Böttger grund­
s ä t z l i c h kaum verändert. Auch d i e Anlage seines 
Buches, das die P a r a l l e l i t ä t und w e c h s e l s e i t i g e 
B e e i n f l u s s u n g von i n d i v i d u e l l e r und Z e i t ­
g e s c h i c h t e h e r a u s a r b e i t e t , i s t i n der B e t t i n a -
Forschung b e r e i t s a u s g e f ü h r t worden. Was d i e 
v o r l i e g e n d e D a r s t e s t e l l u n g unterscheidet, sind 
die weit angelegten Recherchen, mit deren H i l f e 
Lücken der b i s h e r i g e n B e t t i n a - F o r s c h u n g ge­
schlossen werden konnten. 

In k l a r e r Sprache und überzeugender Argumen­
t a t i o n i s t es dem Verfasser gelungen, e i n leben­
d i g e s und f a c e t t e n r e i c h e s P o r t r a i t von B e t t i n a 
und i h r e n Lebensumständen zu v e r m i t t e l n . Man 
hat beim Lesen h ä u f i g den E i n d r u c k , daß n i c h t 
der A u t o r , sondern d i e Personen s e l b s t zu uns 
sprechen. Dabei i s t d i e D a r s t e l l u n g s t e t s sach­
l i c h , T a t sachen, Behauptungen und und r e i n e 
S p e k u l a t i o n e n s i n d immer a l s s o l c h e gekenn­
z e i c h n e t . Die A k r i b i e , m i t der d i e Thesen j e ­
w e i l s begründet werden, i s t konsequent durchge­
h a l t e n . Doch w i r d n i c h t s Ü b e r f l ü s s i g e s v o r g e ­
s t e l l t , sondern jeder angeführte Aspekt hebt das 
B e t t i n a - B i l d p l a s t i s c h e r hervor. 

B ö t t g e r s t e l l t z w e i Hauptzüge von B e t t i n a s 
Wesen heraus: ihr e h u m a n i s t i s c h - e m a n z i p a t o r i -
sche Aufgeschlossenheit gegenüber der Außenwelt 
und i h r e selbstbezogene E x a l t i e r t h e i t . Entspre­
chend s i e h t er i h r Leben von der Spannung von 
a u f g e k l ä r t e r und romantischer Lebenshaltung be­
stimmt oder z w i s c h e n "Tag und Traum" - so der 
U n t e r t i t e l d i e s e r B i o g r a p h i e - a n g e s i e d e l t . 
B ö t t g e r s Sympathie gehört d e u t l i c h der e r s t e n 
Kategorie. B e t t i n a s p o l i t i s c h e s Wirken g i l t ihm 
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