
zum B e i s p i e l i n den USA, wo s i c h i n e i n e r ganzen 
Reihe von s e h r v e r s c h i e d e n a r t i g e n A r c h i v e n 
e i n e Fülle von U n t e r l a g e n zum Druck und z u r 
R e z e p t i o n so berühmter Romane w i e Das s i e b t e 
Kreuz und T r a n s i t finden läßt, ganz zu schweigen 
von b i o g r a p h i s c h e n D e t a i l s , unbekannten 
Drehbüchern, v e r l o r e n g e g l a u b t e n Bühnentexten 
u n d v e r s c h o l l e n e n V e r s i o n e n e i n e r 
Kurzgeschichte. Oder auch i n Mexiko, wo b i s l a n g 
n o c h kaum i n R e g i e r u n g s a r c h i v e n u n d 
Zeitungsredaktionen gesucht wurde. Und natürlich 
i n der DDR, wo - um nur e i n B e i s p i e l zu nen­
nen -, J a h r e l a n g d i e ebefi* e r s t t e i l w e i s e 
p u b l i z i e r t e n B r i e f w e c h s e l zwischen Anna Seghers 
und i h r e n New Y o r k e r K o n t a k t l e u t e n W i e l a n d 
Herzfelde und F. C. Weiskopf zugänglich waren. 

Im K l a p p e n t e x t von K a t h l e e n J. LaBahns 
Studie s t e h t geschrieben, daß d i e V e r f a s s e r i n i n 
Tübingen und b e i der, von Hans A l b e r t W a l t e r 
f r e i l i c h l a n g e J a h r e vernachlässigten und 
h e r u n t e r g e w i r t s c h a f t e t e n " A r b e i t s s t e l l e für 
d e u t s c h e E x i l l i t e r a t u r " i n Hamburg " r e s e a r c h " 
b e t r i e b e n habe. Es wäre schön, wenn s i e s i c h 
j e t z t ohne den D r u c k , e i n e D i s s e r t a t i o n 
p r o d u z i e r e n zu müssen, noch e i n m a l i n Ruhe an 
diesen und anderen Orten nach M a t e r i a l und Ideen 
zu den m e x i k a n i s c h e n E x i l j a h r e n Anna Seghers 
umsehen könnte. Zu f i n d e n gäbe es da nämlich, 
das würde s i e schon b a l d merken, e i n e qanze 
Menge. 

Alexander Stephan 
U n i v e r s i t y of F l o r i d a 

DDR-Literatur '85 im Gespräch. S i e g f r i e d Rönisch 
ed. B e r l i n : Aufbau-Verlag, 1986. 355 pp. 

The q u e s t i o n do p o e t s and w r i t e r s p r e s a q e 
ideas and s o c i a l change or r e f l e c t the Z e i t g e i s t 
can't be c o n c l u s i v e l y answered, p a r t i c u l a r l y not 
f o r a c o n t r o l l e d s o c i e t y where denied p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s are an a d d i t i o n a l unknown. Yet some trends 
present i n DDR-Literatur '85 im Gespräch seem to 

i n d i c a t e notable changes i n the country. 

The e d i t o r s t a t e s t h a t t h i s i s t h e t h i r d o f 
such l i t e r a r y d i s c u s s i o n s which do not propose 
to be i n - d e p t h c r i t i c a l a s s e s s m e n t s of the 
year's w r i t i n g s but merely hope to r a i s e i s s u e s 
and suggest p e r s p e c t i v e s . That t h i s volume does. 
A b i b i o g r a p h y o f b e l l e t r i s t i c and s c h o l a r l y 
l i t e r a r y p u b l i c a t i o n s during 1985 i s included. 

Several encompassing e s s a y s p r o v i d e b r e a d t h 
which reviews o f i n d i v i d u a l p u b l i c a t i o n s can't. 
Of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t seem C h r i s t e l Berger's 
"Die Z e i t des Faschismus i n der DDR-Prosa 1985," 
Klaus Schuhmann's "Lagebericht z u r ökologischen 
S i t u a t i o n - Beobachtungen zur L y r i k der a c h t ­
z i g e r Jahre," and Klaus Hammer's "Erzählen vom 
Reisen." Three a d d i t i o n a l e s s a y s on j u v e n i l e 
l i t e r a t u r e , r a d i o p l a y s , and the r o l e o f women 
i n contemporary c l a s s s t r u g g l e s are i n t e r e s t i n g 
but r e v e a l l e s s that i s new i n s o c i a l a t t i t u d e . 

C h r i s t e l B e r ger p r e s e n t s her r e f l e c t i o n s 
c a r e f u l l y and t h o u g h t f u l l y . She d i s c u s s e s at 
g r e a t e r l e n g t h Günther Rücker and h i s s t o r i e s 
Herr von Oe. H i l d e , das Dienstmädchen (1984) and 
Anton Popper und andere Erzählungen (1985), as 
w e l l as Gerhard Holtz-Baumert's remembrances of 
h i s p r o l e t a r i a n c h i l d h o o d i n Die p u c k l i q e Ver­
w a n d t s c h a f t . Both books and a t h i r d , E r w i n 
S t r i t t m a t t e r ' s Grüner J u n i a r e a l s o r e v i e w e d 
i n d i v i d u a l l y . In these books and others, Berger 
e s s e n t i a l l y perceives a greater r e a l i s m i n the 
d e p i c t i o n o f v a r i o u s members of t h e German 
pe o p l e d u r i n g the H i t l e r y e a r s . N a z i t y p e s 
c o u l d be f a s c i n a t i n g l y a t t r a c t i v e , and not a l l 
w o r k i n g c l a s s members were aware o f the c l a s s 
s t r u g g l e and the p o l i t i c a l dangers, nor were 
they a l w a y s m o r a l l y a p p e a l i n g c h a r a c t e r s . As 
Berger sums up, "Man versucht genau zu s e i n , und 
p o l e m i s i e r t gegen g l a t t e Schablonen." (22) 

K l a u s Schumann f i n d s t h a t p o e t s o f t h e 
e i q h t i e s t a k e a v e r y c r i t i c a l p o s i t i o n t o w a r d 
the e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r a c t i c e s o f t h e s t a t e . The 
push f o r i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n durinq the formative 
years of the Republic exacted a dear p r i c e from 

64 65 



the environment. Volker Braun c o n t r a s t s h i s own 
fu t u r e o r i e n t e d poems of the s e v e n t i e s w i t h h i s 
p r e s e n t g r i m view o f v i o l a t e d n a t u r e . Other 
p o e t s , such as Wulf K i r s t e n , R i c h a r d Pietraß, 
Heinz C z e c h o w s k i a r e not as i n t r o s p e c t i v e as 
Braun, but they a r r i v e at the same c o n c l u s i o n s , 
o f t e n presented i n the m a t t e r - o f - f a c t l anguage 
of t e c h n i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

F i n a l l y , Klaus Hammer's essay on t r a v e l l i t e ­
r a t u r e s u r p r i s e s by the g l o b a l parameters of the 
p u b l i c a t i o n s and the r e f l e c t i v e and c o n t r a s t i v e , 
c r i t i c a l n a t u r e o f the c o n t e n t s . These t h r e e 
essays r e v e a l a surer attitudö'that w r i t e r s have 
about t h e i r s o c i e t y , thus a l l o w i n q them stronger 
c r i t i c i s m o f fundamentals and a more mature and 
d i f f e r e n t i a t e d d e p i c t i o n of the working c l a s s as 
w e l l as the h i s t o r y and development o f the GDR. 

Some o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l r e v i e w s group them­
se l v e s around poetry, w h i l e others r e l a t e to the 
German Romantics. C h r i s t a and Gerhard Wolf pub­
l i s h e d a c o l l e c t i o n of various forms of w r i t i n g 
o f the e a r l y Romantics. The W o l f s i n c o r p o r a t e 
the r e a d e r by u s i n g the pronoun "we" or a d r e s -
s i n g him i n d i a l o g u e to c o nnect i n s i g h t s about 
the Romantics t o i s s u e s c o n f r o n t i n g p r e s e n t 
s o c i e t y . The r e v i e w e r r e l a t e s t h e book t o w r i ­
t i n g s on the R o m a n t i c s by o t h e r GDR a u t h o r s , 
thus p r o v i d i n q a broader p e r s p e c t i v e . A l s o con­
nected to the Romantics i s a biography by S i g r i d 
Damm on Lenz which i t s reviewer c o n s i d e r s emi­
nen t l y readable prose. I t i n t e g r a t e s s c h o l a r l y 
d i s c u s s i o n , i n c l u d i n g d o c u m e n t a t i o n , and y e t 
leaves q u e s t i o n s unresolved where there are no 
answers. 

Tangential t o h i s t o r i c a l awareness i s K l a u s -
D i e t e r Hähnel's d i s c u s s i o n o f P e t e r Hacks's 
essay on the genre o f t h e b a l l a d . Hähnel c o n ­
s i d e r s the e s s a y not w i t h o u t c o n t r o v e r s y but 
sees i t s primary value i n r e l a t i n g the awareness 
o f genre to an i n c r e a s i n g c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f 
t r a d i t i o n . ( 1 2 5 ) F i n a l l y the essay on the n o v e l 
Das sanfte Labyrinth by Heinz Zander, a p a i n t e r 
and graphic a r t i s t , places him i n t o the romantic 
t r a d i t i o n d u r i n g t h e d i s c u s s i o n s o f h i s 

w r i t i n g s . The n o v e l i t s e l f i s s e t i n a 
p h a n t a s t i c , t i m e l e s s w o r l d which, however, i s 
p a r t o f our t e c h n o l o g i c a l aqe. The demise o f 
t h i s p hantasy w o r l d s t a n d s as w a r n i n q t h a t 
t e c h n i c a l as w e l l as a r t i s t i c e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n 
undertaken without reqard to h u m a n i s t i c v a l u e s 
are bound to be s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e . 

Amonq the reviews o f poetry the f i n a l l y pub­
l i s h e d poems o f Inge Müller seem most i n t e r e s t ­
ing. She wrote them during the f i f t i e s and s i x ­
t i e s when f u t u r e o r i e n t a t i o n and b u i l d i n g the 
new s t a t e were the s l o g a n s . Müller, however, 
turns to the experiences of WW I I and the l a s t ­
i n g i n / j u r y t h a t a l l s u f f e r e d from i t . Her l a n -
quaqe i s s t a r k , e m p l o y i n q rhyme not f o r p o e t i c 
a e s t h e t i c s but t o f u r t h e r the c o m m u n i c a t i v e 
i m p u l s e . Of i n t e r e s t a r e a l s o K r i s t i a n Pech's 
e r o t i c , s a t i r i c a l q u a t r a i n s , w r i t t e n i n L a u s i t z 
d i a l e c t , coupled w i t h r e a l and invented lanquaqe 
o f the baroque e r a . Pech's r e v i e w e r , Grabow, 
m i n i m a l l y d i s c u s s e s the poems, but he advances 
i n t e r e s t i n g cross-connections of Pech's language 
to the Wiener Gruppe around Jandl and discusses 
t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l indebtedness to expressionism. 
The review appeals through i t s thouqht provoking 
p e r s p e c t i v e s and the c u r i o u s poems i t i n t r o ­
duces. 

There are many more i n d i v i d u a l reviews that 
m i g h t i n t e r e s t . C h r i s t i a n e B a r c k h a u s e n ' s 
Schwestern. Tonbandprotokolle aus sechs Ländern 
and V a l e r i e Radtke's I c h suche L i e b e . Roman 
meines Lebens. K i n d h e i t come under the r u b r i c of 
documentary w r i t i n g . Kant's B r o n z e i t , Braun's 
Hinze-Kunze, de Bruyn's Neue H e r r l i c h k e i t are 
discussed, and a B e r l i n .^history, p e r s o n a l i z e d by 
l i n k i n g i t w i t h M a t h i l d e Jacob, a f r i e n d o f 
Rosa Luxemburg, might be appealing. 

O b v i o u s l y , t h e q u a l i t y o f the d i s c u s s i o n s 
v a r i e s , but the book keeps i t s p r o m i s e t o open 
per s p e c t i v e s on the GDR l i t e r a t u r e o f 1985. 

Hannelore W i l f e r t 
R u s s e l l Sage College 
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