
f rom the men i n t h e i r l i v e s . T h i s i s a theme 
t h a t p e r v a d e s much o f K b n i g s d o r f ' s work . Many 
o f he r c h a r a c t e r s u n d e r s t a n d t h e i r need to do 
t h i s , but few are ab l e to ach ieve i t . 

K b n i g s d o r f ' s w r i t i n g does not c o n t a i n the 
grand h i s t o r i c a l , s o c i a l or i d e o l o g i e s ) v iew we 
have g rown a c c u s t o m e d to e x p e c t i n the work o f 
w r i t e r s s u c h as C h r i s t a W o l f o r H e i n e r Mül l e r . 
I n s t e a d , K b n i g s d o r f ' s s h a r p eye o b s e r v e s 
impor tant events on a s m a l l (but no l e s s moving) 
s c a l e . Her most e f f e c t i v e s t o r i e s a r e t h o s e 
that adopt a c o n v e r s a t i o n a l s t y l e to examine the 
c o n f l i c t - r i f e p r i v a t e wo r l d o f her most ly female 
c h a r a c t e r s . Her s h a r p s ense f o r human and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l f o i b l e s , he r a b i l i t y t o c r e a t e 
w i d e l y v a r y i n g n a r r a t i v e p e r s o n a s , and he r 
impr e s s i v e command o f a c o n c i s e (here one senses 
the s c i e n t i s t ) , readab le l i t e r a r y language make 
her s t o r i e s a p l e a s u r e t o read. 

James Knowlton 
Rutgers U n i v e r s i t y 

Später Gast b e i armer Witwe. By M a r t i n Stephan. 
B e r l i n : E u l e n s p i e g e l V e r l a g , no d a t e g i v e n . 
187 pp. 

I n i t i a l examina t i on o f Stephan's t a l e s l eads 
one to assume tha t the f i g u r e s who popula te them 
are l o n e r s , e x cep t i ons t o s o c i e t a l norms, under ­
go ing yet another p s y c h o l o g i c a l or s o c i o l o g i c a l 
e v a l u a t i o n g e n e r o u s l y t i n t e d w i t h p o l i t i c a l 
p r o p a g a n d a . The p l e a s a n t s u r p r i s e c o m e s 
whenever the c e n t r a l i s s u e s a r i s e , f o r one 
senses tha t t h i s w r i t e r i s more i n the bus iness 
o f p o r t r a y i n g people who c o u l d t ranscend t h e i r 
monotonous l i v e s . Some, i n f a c t , are s u c c e s s f u l 
i n d o i n g s o , and t h e b e a u t y o f i t a l l i s i n 
l a r g e pa r t due to the f ac t that these p o r t r a i t s 
come t o l i f e i n the absence o f a j u d g m e n t a l o r 
m o r a l i z i n g tone. 
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S e v e r a l " i l l u s t r a t i o n s " by A l b r e c h t von 
Bodecker accompany the s t o r i e s w i thout enhancing 
them a t a l l . In f a c t , the economy w i t h w h i c h 
Stephan shapes h i s n a r r a t i v e s p r e t t y w e l l p r e ­
c l u d e s any s i g n i f i c a n t i n t r u s i o n by t h e s e 
g r a p h i c s i n t o h i s t i g h t l y woven p r o s e . The 
sub jec t mat ter o f the g raph i cs i s thus harmless , 
indeed, u n i n t e l l i g i b l e . 

S t e p h a n e x p e r i m e n t s w i t h r o l e r e v e r s a l 
r a t h e r s k i l l f u l l y . What, f o r i n s t a n c e , can a 
b l i n d s t r ange r see i n the l i f e of a young couple 
that e ludes both pa r tne r s ? An o f t en t imes d e l i ­
c a t e b a l a n c e a p p e a r s he r e be tween d e s p a i r and 
j oy , l o n e l i n e s s and p e r s o n a l f r e edom, p r e d i c t ­
a b i l i t y and the u n e x p e c t e d . How does a poor 
widow c e l e b r a t e l i f e by f r e e i n g h e r s e l f f rom 
c e r t a i n c o m f o r t s a t home and m a t e r i a l t h i n g s ? 
We a r e shown how human b e i n g s have an e t h i c a l 
t a s k t o p e r f o r m i n t e r m s o f d e s i g n i n g a l i f e 
t h a t i s r i c h i n s e n s i t i v i t y and s t r o n g i n s e l f 
s u f f i c i e n c y . 

Thomas I. Bacon 
Texas Tech U n i v e r s i t y 

I n f o r m a t i o n s p o l i t i k und Ö f f e n t l i c h k e i t . Zur 
T h e o r i e de r p o l i t i s c h e n K o m m u n i k a t i o n i n der 
DDR. M i t e i n e r F a l l s t u d i e z u r Einführung des 
W e h r u n t e r r i c h t s . By M a r t i n Z a g a t t a . Köln: 
V e r l a g W i s s e n s c h a f t und P o l i t i k , 1 9 8 4 . 
B i b l i o t h e k W i s s e n s c h a f t und P o l i t i k , Band 31. 
143 pp. 

In the r e a l m o f p o l i t i c a l r h e t o r i c , t h i n g s 
are seldom what they seem. Th is book i s a study 
o f theory and p r a c t i c e , which purpor t s t o show a 
" b a s i c a m b i v a l e n c e o f t h e s o c i a l i s t mode l o f 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n / ' What M a r t i n Z a g a t t a s e e k s t o 
show i s t h a t t h e E a s t German l e a d e r s h i p i s 
f u n d a m e n t a l l y d i s h o n e s t when i t c omes t o 
i n f o r m i n g the p u b l i c about impor tant i s sues that 
c o n c e r n them. L e n i n h i m s e l f a s s e r t e d t h a t a 
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s t a t e can o n l y become s t r o n g when the masses 
know e v e r y t h i n g , and can act c o n s c i o u s l y on the 
b a s i s o f in formed judgment. And t h i s i s indeed 
what East German t h e o r i s t s c a l l f o r : the broad 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f i n f o r m a t i o n , a h e a l t h y , 
c r i t i c a l exchange o f i d e a s , l e a d i n g to r a t i o n a l 
and ba lanced d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g by the Pa r t y . Few. 
readers o f Zagat ta ' s book w i l l be s u r p r i s e d tha t 
the r e a l i t y o f the GDR i s d i f f e r e n t . 

The major p a r t o f h i s study i s g i v en over to 
a d i s c u s s i o n o f models and t h e o r i e s of communi­
c a t i o n i n t h e GDR. J o u r n a l i s m i s seen by 
t h e o r i s t s as t h e l i n k t h a t b i n d s t o g e t h e r th e 
p u b l i c w i t h the p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p , g i v i n g the 
f o r m e r a m e a s u r e o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t a l p r o c e s s . On the o t h e r hand the 
mass med ia a r e a c k n o w l e d g e d t o be a p o w e r f u l 
means o f m a n i p u l a t i o n : " t h e f a s t e s t - r e a c t i n g 
and t a c t i c a l l y most m o b i l e , i d e o l o g i c a l and 
p o l i t i c a l weapons o f the pa r t y . " S e n s i t i v e , new 
i n f o r m a t i o n i s f i r s t a i r e d among the SED 
c a d r e s , no t i n the n e w s p a p e r s , and t h e s e p a r t y 
f u n c t i o n a r i e s t h e n d i s s e m i n a t e i t as u n e v e n t ­
f u l l y as p o s s i b l e . 

Zagat ta ' s f i n a l and most i n t e r e s t i n g chapter 
r ep resen ts a case s tudy o f how the i n t r o d u c t i o n 
o f p r e - m i l i t a r y i n s t r u c t i o n i n t o the s c h o o l 
c u r r i c u l u m b r o k e a l l t h e r u l e s on open 
government t h a t t h e o r e t i c a l l y e x i s t i n the GDR. 
The p r a e s i d i u m o f t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s 
a p p a r e n t l y a d o p t e d the measure on 21 O c t o b e r 
1976. There f o l l o w e d v a r i o u s c o n f i d e n t i a l 
d i r e c t i v e s , c u l m i n a t i n g i n a d e t a i l e d e d i c t o f 1 
F e b r u a r y 1978, w h i c h d e c l a r e d W e h r u n t e r r i c h t 
o b l i g a t o r y f o r a l l 9 t h and 1 0 t h g rade p u p i l s . 
The p u b l i c r e m a i n e d c o m p l e t e l y i n t h e d a r k , 
however, u n t i l E v a n g e l i c a l church l eade rs caught 
word d u r i n g May 1978 o f what was a f o o t . The 
E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t r y had c l e a r l y r e c k o n e d on 
o p p o s i t i o n , hav ing prepared a form l e t t e r to be 
sent to o b j e c t i n g pa ren t s , and o p p o s i t i o n there 
was ! Yet the c o n c e r n s were h e a r d o n l y i n the 
c h u r c h p r e s s . The S E D - c o n t r o l l e d p r e s s c o n ­
t a i n e d a lmost no re f e rence to any d i f f e r e n c e o f 

o p i n i o n on the sub jec t between church and s t a t e . 
Z a g a t t a c o n c l u d e s t h a t the SED h i n d e r s i t s own 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s by not p e r m i t t i n g an independent 
p r e s s , because i t only r e c e i v e s a skewed p i c t u r e 
o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n through i t s own o f f i c i a l chan­
n e l s . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o see the p o i n t o f a book 
t h a t condemns the GDR f o r no t h a v i n g a f r e e 
p r e s s . No c ommun i s t c o u n t r y has one nor i s 
l i k e l y t o , and no amount o f e x h o r t a t i o n from the 
West i s g o i n g to change t h a t . That i s r a t h e r 
w e l l known, and t h i s d r y , though m e r c i f u l l y 
b r i e f , monograph was not necessary to r e v ea l the 
f a c t . I f i t d i d a n y t h i n g t o i n c r e a s e t h i s 
r e v i e w e r ' s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the GDR, i t was i n 
r e i n f o r c i n g the v a l u a b l e r o l e p l a y e d by the 
c h u r c h as the n a g g i n g c o n s c i e n c e o f s o c i e t y . 
The o v e r a l l t o n e o f t h e book i s r a t h e r 
p a t r o n i z i n g i n a way which most s c h o l a r s i n the 
East and West w i l l not f i n d h e l p f u l or welcome. 

Geof frey J . G i l e s 
U n i v e r s i t y o f F l o r i d a 

Depesche an meine zukünftigen E l t e r n : Texte für 
den F r i e d e n . Ed . by E r h a r d S c h e r m e r , a s s i s t e d 
by P e t e r R o t h e r . B e r l i n : Neues L e b e n , 1984. 
210 pp. 

Upon r e a d i n g the e d i t o r ' s foreword w r i t t e n 
by E r h a r d S c h e r m e r , one i s l e d to b e l i e v e t h a t 
t h i s vo lume i s an a n t h o l o g y o f p o e t r y w h i c h 
demonstrates how prominent poets throughout the 
ages have p r o t e s t e d a g a i n s t the h o r r o r s of war 
and p l e a d e d f o r t h e cause o f peace . The young 
GDR p o e t s whose work i s f e a t u r e d i n t h i s book 
a r e m e r e l y c o n t i n u i n g i n t h i s l o n g t r a d i t i o n . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n i s t o t a l l y 
inadequate , for much o f t h i s volume amounts to 
no th ing more than o l d - f a s h i o n e d , u n i m a g i n a t i v e , 
s i m p l i s t i c Communis t p r o p a g a n d a , the tone o f 
which i s r e m i n i s c e n t o f the Co ld War era o f the 
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