Despite the strong emphasis that is placed on
readers’ opinion and the changes in interpretations
over the time, this work also illustrates the constancy

of the GDR’'s attitude towards reception. "Wo von
Wirkungen gesprochen wird, muB3 die Frage nach ihrem
Urheber gestelit werden. Dazu gehdren die literarischen
Texte als Ausldser und Erzeuger von Wirkungen", says
Inge Miinz-Koenen in the preface to the volume., Thus
Werke und Wirkupgen uniformly demonstrates GDR
scholars’ pride in their national literature and their
ability to negotiate the tension between cultural poli-
cies and changing historical reactions. The volume is
an impressive document of the GDR as ‘Literaturgesell-
schaft’ and an interesting account of the latest posi-
tion of GDR critics towards some of the most impor-
tant works of their national literature.

Kathie von Ankum
Smith College
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