
move to B e r l i n . C l a s s i c i s m succ e eded o n l y i n a r c h i t e c ­
ture a n d o n the state o f the n a t i o n a l theater u n d e r 
I f f l and ' s d i r e c t i o n . T h e R o m a n t i c s , w h o m H e r m s d o r f 
de f ends f r o m the charge o f f l e e i n g f r o m r e a l i t y , we r e 
l i t e r a l l y the p u p i l s o f the B e r l i n Aufk lärer , w h o we r e 
r ep l a ced b y the i r s tudents i n a change o f g ene ra t i ons . 

A f e w reserva t ions : 1. H e r m s d o r P s d i s c u s s i o n o f 
ea r l y maps is exce l l en t , bu t one w ishes f o r e v en m o r e 
i l l u s t r a t i ons . 2. I f one mus t have a l l u s i v e s u b h e a d i n g s 
whose m e a n i n g is c l ea r o n l y a f t e r one has r e a d the 
s e c t i on , then H e r m s d o r P s are g ood . T h e r eade r i n t e r ­
ested i n the r ise o f na t i ona l i s t s e n t i m e n t i n P r u s s i a 
d u r i n g the Seven Y e a r s ' W a r , h o w e v e r , w i l l no t l i k e l y 
be h e l p e d b y a t i t le w i t h an o b l i q u e r e f e r ence to a 
phrase b y G o e t h e : " D e r n o r d d e u t s c h e Schatz . . . " 3 . I n 
d i s c u s s i n g the a t tack o n the E n l i g h t e n m e n t a f t e r the 
dea th o f F r e d e r i c k the G r e a t , H e r m s d o r f misses a g o o d 
o p p o r t u n i t y b y not g o i n g i n t o the c o n t r o v e r s y s t i r r e d 
up b y Z i m m e r m a n n , F r e d e r i c k ' s last d o c t o r , that s oon 
i n v o l v e d ( among m a n y others ) B a h r d t , H i p p e l , the B e r ­
l i n i s c h e M o n a t s s c h r i f t . N i c o l a i , K n i g g e , a n d K o t z e b u e . 

F i n a l l y , H e r m s d o r f p r o v i d e s some obse r va t i ons on t 
the past that a n aud i ence used to r e a d i n g b e t w e e n the 
l ines w i l l f i n d p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p l i c a b l e to the present : 
" D e r Kön i g wußte a u c h , daß d e r G e d a n k e f r e i s e i n 
mußte, w e n n e r s i c h en t f a l t en so l l t e . " " I n z e n t r a l i s -
t i s ch r eg i e r t en Ländern s i n d v i e l l e i c h t n i c h t d i e r u h i g ­
s ten , aber d i e besten Posten i n d e r H a u p t s t a d t z u 
f i n d e n . " "Seines T o b a k s , se iner Tasse K a f f e b e r a u b t , 
w i r d selbst d e r deutsche P h i l i s t e r r e b e l l i s c h . " A n d 
some w e l l - c h o s e n quota t i ons : " D i e M a c h t des Staates 
ende vo r de r G e s i n n u n g se ine r Bürger," ( M e n d e l s s o h n ) . 
" ' D i e F r e i h e i t laut zu d e n k e n ' - d i e s e z u gewähren se i 
das G e b o t d e r S taa t sk lughe i t , " ( B e r l i n i s c h e M o n a t s ­
s ch r i f t ) . T h e best o f a l l : "Wie se l t en s i c h d i e A b s i c h ­
ten d e r R e g i e r e n d e n i n d e n E r g e b n i s s e n i h r e r H a n d ­
l u n g e n w i e d e r f i n d e n ! " 

H a m i l t o n H . H . B e c k 
Wabash Co l l e g e 

L i t e r a r i s c h e s L e b e n i n B e r l i n . 1871 -1933 . S t u d i e n . 2 
vo ls . E d i t e d b y Pe te r W r u c k . B e r l i n : A k a d e m i e -
V e r l a g , 1987. 393 pages, 358 pages. 

T h e stated goa l o f th i s c o l l e c t i o n o f essays is to 
e x a m i n e the s o c i a l a n d c u l t u r a l c i r cums t ance s s u r r o u n d ­
ing l i t e r a r y c r e a t i v i t y i n B e r l i n d u r i n g the Second 
R e i c h a n d the W e i m a r R e p u b l i c . F o r the most par t , 
the s tud ies a ch i e v e th is p u r p o s e , r e su l t i n g i n some ve r y 
i n t e r e s t i ng p i eces . T h i s pe rspec t i v e enr i ches e ven 
those that t e n d t o w a r d b i o g r a p h i c a l o v e r v i e w (the 
ed i to r ' s l o n g i n t r o d u c t o r y essay o n Fon tane ) o r l i t e r a r y 
ana lys i s ( Inge D i e r s e n ' s e x a m i n a t i o n o f v i e w s o f the 
c i t y i n l a t e - W e i m a r " Z e i t r o m a n e " ) . 

F a m o u s names i n G e r m a n l i t e ra ture appear a m o n g 
the essay t i t les : F o n t a n e , B r e c h t , H a u p t m a n n , H e y m , 
and B e n j a m i n . Pe t e r G u s t ' s essay examines ea r l y E x ­
press ion is t g r oups t h r o u g h the e x a m p l e o f H e y m , and 
W r u c k ' s F o n t a n e s t u d y devotes cons ide rab l e space to 
the i n f l u e n c e o f B e r l i n l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s o n that au thor ' s 
w r i t i n g . The r e s e Hörnigk takes a t h o r o u g h l o ok at 
B r e c h t p r o d u c t i o n s t h r o u g h the B e r l i n press be tween 
1922 a n d 1932. In a f a s c i n a t i n g s tudy , G u d r u n K l a t t 
e xp l a ins h o w Wa l t e r B e n j a m i n used his expe r i ence and 
v iews o f n in e t e en th c e n t u r y B e r l i n and Pa r i s to c ome 
to t e rms w i t h t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y f a s c i sm . B r i g i t t e 
S t u h l m a c h e r e x a m i n e s the ro le t y p i c a l B e r l i n h o u s i n g 
types , the " M i e t s k a s e r n e " w i t h " V o r d e r h a u s " and " H i n ­
t e rhaus , " have as s t r u c t u r a l a n d s y m b o l i c m o t i f s i n 
H a u p t m a n n ' s D i e R a t t e n a n d H e r m a n n S u d e r m a n n ' s D i e 
E h r e . 

I n a d d i t i o n to S u d e r m a n n , lesser l i t e r a r y l ights also 
appear : P a u l L i n d a u , G e o r g B r a n d e s , S tan i s l aw 
P r z y b y s z e w s k i , J o h a n n Sassenbach , a n d F r a n z J u n g . 
D a v i d B a t h r i c k ' s e x a m i n a t i o n o f the B e r l i n a van t - ga rde 
o f the 1920's t h r o u g h the e x a m p l e o f J u n g is a good 
c o m p a n i o n p i e ce to R o l f Göbner 's i n t r i g u i n g s tudy o f 
U k r a i n i a n w r i t e r s a n d art is ts o f the same t ime a n d 
place . F r a n k Hörnigk 's p i ece o n the N a t i o n a l Soc ia l i s t 
" ' K u l t u r k a m p P urn B e r l i n " is p a r t i c u l a r l y va luab l e . It 
and G u n n a r Mül ler-Waldeck 's s t u d y o f the i n t e rp l a y o f 
" ' R u n d f u n k t h e o r i e ' " a n d l i t e r a r y concepts es tab l i sh the 
connec t i ons o f l i t e r a tu r e to soc i e t y , h i s t o r y , and t e c h ­
no logy that we G e r m a n i s t s c o u l d exp l o r e more o f t en . 
Wo l f g ang Höppner d iscusses ano ther neg lec ted but 
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i n t e r es t ing t o p i c , the i n t e r a c t i o n b e t w e e n o u r p r o f e s ­
s i on a n d the w r i t e r s w e s t u d y , i n h i s e x a m i n a t i o n o f 
the i n f l u e n t i a l B e r l i n p ro f essor o f l i t e r a t u r e W i l h e l m 
Schere r . 

T h e c o l l e c t i o n o f f e r s o the r essays o f in t e res t o n a 
b r o a d range o f top ics : B r i g i t t e S c h m i t z o n " D i c h t e r ­
denkmäler i n B e r l i n , " We rne r H e r d e n o n " D i e ' p r e u s -
s ische D i c h t e r a k a d e m i e ' 1 9 2 6 - 1 9 3 3 , " Hans-Jürgen Sa r f e r t 
o n c o m m u n i c a t i o n be tween B e r l i n a n d D r e s d e n 1 9 0 0 -
1918. M o s t o f the c o n t r i b u t o r s are f r o m the C e n t r a l 
Ins t i tute f o r L i t e r a r y H i s t o r y o f the A c a d e m y o f 
Sc iences o f the G D R o r the G e r m a n D e p a r t m e n t o f the 
H u m b o l d t U n i v e r s i t y ; the la t ter i n i t i a t e d the r e sea rch 
endeavors r e s u l t i n g i n the essays. A f e w c o n t r i b u t o r s 
are f r o m outs ide Eas t B e r l i n : one e a c h f r o m G r e i f s ­
w a l d , D r e s d e n , the U S A , D e n m a r k , a n d P o l a n d . In 
sp i te o f the e x c i t i n g range a n d d i v e r s i t y o f t op i c s a n d 
approaches , th is r e v i e w e r does regre t the l a ck o f a n y 
d i s cuss i on o f w o m e n w r i t e r s , the " F r a u e n f r a g e , " o r 
w o m e n ' s l i v es a n d expe r i ences i n B e r l i n d u r i n g the 
p e r i o d i n ques t i on . O t h e r w i s e , these v o l u m e s are a 
genera l l y s a t i s f y i n g a n d c e r t a i n l y a t t r a c t i v e c o m m e m o r ­
at ive o f the 750 th a n n i v e r s a r y o f the f o u n d i n g o f B e r ­
l i n . 

L i n d a S. P i c k l e 
Wes tmins t e r C o l l e g e 

E i n M o m e n t des e r f ah r enen L ebens : Z u r L y r i k d e r D D R . 
E d i t e d b y J o h n L . F l o o d . ( G D R M o n i t o r S p e c i a l Ser ies 
N o . 5 D u n d e e 1987 ). A m s t e r d a m : R o d o p i 1987. 169 
pages. 

D i e s e r B a n d enthält n e u n Beiträge z u e i n e m D D R -
L y r i k - S y m p o s i u m , das i m D e z e m b e r 1985 a m Ins t i tu te o f 
G e r m a n i c S tud i es i n L o n d o n s ta t t f and . V o n Sei ten d e r 
D D R äußerten s i c h d i e D i c h t e r H e l m u t P r e i s s l e r ( "Poe­
sie u n d Z e i t - Poesie u n d E w i g k e i t " ) u n d H e i n z C z e ­
c h o w s k i ( ' "Die Z e i t der W u n d e r ist vo rbe i . . . ' : Z u r L y r i k 
de r z w i s c h e n 1935 u n d 1940 G e b o r e n e n " ) . L e t z t e r e r 
B e i t r a g s t rebt e ine Rückschau a u f d i e L y r i k früherer 
Jahre a n u n d enthält aufschlußreiche I n f o r m a t i o n e n 
darüber, w i e s i c h D D R - S c h r i f t s t e l l e r u n t e r e i n a n d e r 
einschätzen. G e w i c h t i g s che in t m i r i n d i e s e m Z u s a m ­

m e n h a n g C z e c h o w s k i s H e r a u s s t e l l e n v o n Sarah K i r s c h s 
berühmten G e d i c h t " S c h w a r z e B o h n e n " , das n i ch t n u r 
i m S c h a f f e n K i r s c h s - so C z e c h o w s k i - e ine Zäsur 
dars te l l e , s o n d e r n "über s i c h h i n a u s a u c h e in en W a n d e l 
i m Selbstverständnis" d e r D i c h t e r e ine r ganzen G e n e r a ­
t i on a k z e n t u i e r e . V o n g e r m a n i s t i s c h e r Seite ergänzt u n d 
abge runde t w u r d e n C z e c h o w s k i s "privat-persönliche" 
B e o b a c h t u n g e n i n e i n e m B e i t r a g v o n W a l f r i e d H a r t i n g e r 
( "Ged i ch t e i m Gespräch. Z u r P r o d u k t i o n , V e r m i t t l u n g 
u n d R e z e p t i o n v o n D D R - L y r i k " ) , d e r b i l a n z i e r e n d a u f 
W a n d e l u n d Diskontinuität i n n e r h a l b de r "Kontinuität 
der D D R - L y r i k " we i s t . 

B e i d e n Beiträgen v o n b r i t i s c h e r Seite hande l t es 
s i c h e inerse i ts u m gute , o r d n e n d e Übersichtsdarstellun­
gen v o n bere i ts B e k a n n t e m ; andererse i ts j e d o c h u m 
in t e rp re ta to r i s che Neuansätze u n d A k z e n t u i e r u n g e n v o n 
A s p e k t e n , d i e b i s h e r wen ig ( e r ) berücksichtigt w u r d e n . 
Besonders g e lungen ist m . E . d i e S tud i e v o n D e n n i s Täte 
( "Franz Fühmann als L y r i k e r u n d Förderer der L y r i k i n 
der D D R " ) , d e r d i e L y r i k des "gesche i ter ten D i c h t e r s " 
Fühmann e ine r e i n g e h e n d e n A n a l y s e un te r z i eh t u n d 
letzteres E t i k e t t als krit ikbedürftig z u r D i s k u s s i o n 
stel l t . F r u c h t b a r (gerade , w e i l so kont rove rs ) ist J o h n 
W i e c zo r eks B e t o n u n g d e r " C h r i s t l i c h e [ n ] E l e m e n t e i n 
der L y r i k Johannes B o b r o w s k i s " , d i e er als d e r B i b e l 
e n t n o m m e n e Versatzstücke i d e n t i f i z i e r t u n d i m S inne 
" l oya l e r O p p o s i t i o n " z u r D D R in t e rp re t i e r t . B e r e i c h e r n d 
w i r k t eben fa l l s H a n n e C a s t e i n s U n t e r s u c h u n g v o n T h e ­
m e n u n d M o t i v e n i n d e r " F r a u e n l y r i k " ( "Scherz, Sa t i r e , 
I ronie u n d t i e f e re B e d e u t u n g : Z u r T h e m a t i k de r F r a u ­
e n l y r i k i n de r D D R " ) , o b w o h l m a n h i e r ge rn e r f a h r e n 
hätte, was de r so s t rapaz i e r t e , j e d o c h w e n i g geklärte 
G e n r e b e g r i f f " F r a u e n l y r i k " n u n e i g en t l i ch bedeutet . 
A r r i g o Sub io t t o s Überschau z u m l y r i s c h e n S c h a f f e n 
V o l k e r B r a u n s ( "Die E n t w i c k l u n g eines D i ch t e r s : z u 
V o l k e r B r a u n s neues ter L y r i k " ) endet m i t in t ressanten 
H i n w e i s e n z u m T h e m a d e r Formauflösung, des " k a l k u ­
l i e r t en C h a o s " i n e i n i g e n E i n z e l t e x t e n , d i e j e t z t i n 
Brauns b i s da to l e t z t em L y r i k b a n d L a n g s a m e r k n i r ­
s chender M o r g e n e n t h a l t e n s i n d . Ian H i l t o n s Ausfüh­
r u n g e n über " A s p e k t e d e r T r a d i t i o n des N a t u r g e d i c h t s 
i n d e r D D R " e r w e i t e r n d i e Palet te der L a n d s c h a f t s g e ­
d i c h t a n a l y s e n , u n d A d r i a n Stevens " D i c h t u n g u n d G e ­
sch ichte : B e m e r k u n g e n z u r L y r i k H e i n z C z e c h o w s k i s " 
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