
Presenta t i ons w i l l address the f o l l o w i n g top i cs : 
+ concep ts o f a gency 
+ c i n e m a as agent i n h i s t o r y 
+ i n d i v i d u a l / n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y i n f o r m a t i o n 

a n d h i s t o r i c a l sub jec ts 
+ the i n f l u e n c e o f m o d e r n i t y a n d p o s t -

m o d e r n i t y o n the p o r t r a y a l o f h i s t o r y 
+ h i s t o r y as m e t a p h o r f o r the present 

In c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the C h i c a g o I n t e r n a t i o n a l F i l m 
F e s t i v a l , the F i l m C e n t e r o f the S c h o o l o f the A r t 
Ins t i tute o f C h i c a g o a n d the G o e t h e Ins t i tu te o f C h i c a ­
go, f i l m sc reen ings w i l l be h e l d b e f o r e a n d d u r i n g the 
c on f e r ence . T h e c on f e r ence is s c h e d u l e d to c o i n c i d e 
w i t h the f i r s t week o f the 24 th C h i c a g o I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
F i l m F e s t i v a l . 

T h e c o n f e r e n c e w i l l be h e l d o n the c a m p u s o f the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s at C h i c a g o . L o c a t e d j u s t west o f 
d o w n t o w n , the c a m p u s is eas i l y access ib l e b y p u b l i c 
a n d p r i v a t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

A d v a n c e r e g i s t r a t i on is r e q u i r e d ! T h e r e g i s t r a t i on 
fee is $ 1 0 , $5 f o r s tudents w i t h a c o p y o f c u r r e n t 
s tudent I D . 

T o reg is ter o r f o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n con tac t : 
T h e U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i no i s at C h i c a g o 
C o n f e r e n c e s a n d Inst i tutes ( M / C 607) 
912 S o u t h W o o d Street 
C h i c a g o , I l l i no i s 60612 

C o n f e r e n c e Reg i s t r a r : (312) 9 9 6 - 5 2 2 5 . 

T h e c o n f e r e n c e is sponso r ed b y the D e p a r t m e n t o f 
G e r m a n , C o l l e g e o f L i b e r a l A r t s a n d Sc i ences , U n i v e r s ­
i ty o f I l l i n o i s at C h i c a g o . 

VISITING LECTURERS 

H e r m a n n A x e n G i v e s L e c t u r e at J o h n s H o p k i n s U n i v e r ­
s i ty 

H e r m a n n A x e n , the h ighes t r a n k i n g Eas t G e r m a n p o l i ­
t i ca l f i g u r e (Pol itbüro m e m b e r a n d Sec re ta ry o f the 
Soc ia l i s t U n i t y P a r t y o f G e r m a n y ) to v i s i t the U n i t e d 
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States, gave , i n M a y o f 1988, a n Inst i tute L e c t u r e at 
Johns H o p k i n s U n i v e r s i t y en t i t l ed : " T h e G D R ' s Po l i c i e s 
f o r S e c u r i n g Peace a n d P r o m o t i n g D i s a r m a m e n t i n 
E u r o p e . " 

H e i n z - U w e H a u s i n P o r t l a n d 

F r o m J a n u a r y to A p r i l o f th i s year , G D R stage 
d i r e c t o r H e i n z - U w e H a u s was the s o u l o f a ma j o r 
G a l i l e o p r o j e c t i n P o r t l a n d , O r e g o n . In 1986 H a u s had 
been a guest s p e a k e r at s eve ra l un i ve rs i t i e s a n d c o l ­
leges here . D u r i n g that b r i e f stay two years ago, he 
impressed the l o c a l theater peop l e w i t h his k n o w - h o w 
and f l a i r . S u b s e q u e n t l y , T h e N e w Rose Thea t re C o m ­
pany , s u p p o r t e d b y a g r an t f r o m the M e t r o p o l i t a n A r t s 
C o m m i s s i o n , i n v i t e d D r . H a u s to d i r e c t the i r f i r s t p r o ­
d u c t i o n i n the D o l o r e s W i n n i n g s t a d Thea t r e o f the new 
Cen t r e o f the P e r f o r m i n g A r t s . 

T h e c i t y - w i d e G a l i l e o p r o j e c t o p e n e d w i t h a n e x ­
h i b i t i o n o f B r e c h t posters w h i c h H a u s had b rough t 
f r o m the G D R i n c e l e b r a t i o n o f the 90 th ann i v e r sa r y o f 
B r e ch t ' s b i r t h d a y . A ser ies o f s y m p o s i a at the O r e g o n 
M u s e u m o f S c i e n c e a n d I n d u s t r y f o cused o n the h i s ­
t o r i c a l G a l i l e o , the s o c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the sc i ent i s t 
and o n B r e c h t ' s L i f e o f G a l i l e o . F o r severa l mon ths , 
the p l a n e t a r i u m o f the m u s e u m has been s h o w i n g the 
sky the w a y G a l i l e o o b s e r v e d i t . M o r e o v e r , H a u s c o n ­
d u c t e d a ser ies o f w o r k s h o p s f o r actors i n w h i c h 
Brech t ' s ideas o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a n d ac t ing were e x ­
p l o r ed . 

T h e h i g h l i g h t o f the G a l i l e o p ro j e c t was the p r o ­
d u c t i o n o f T h e L i f e o f G a l i l e o w i t h S h a b a k a o f the San 
F r a n c i s c o M i m e T r o u p e i n the t i t le ro le . T h i s G a l i l e o 
was not a R e n a i s s a n c e F a u s t - t y p e but rather a m o d e r n 
s c i e n t i s t - e n g i n e e r c a u g h t i n a b i n d be tween i n d u l g i n g 
h i m s e l f i n w h a t he l i k e s to do best and the soc i a l 
consequences o f h i s d i s cov e r i e s a n d act ions . T h e p l a y 
was thus o p e n - e n d e d a n d i n v i t e d the members o f the 
aud i ence to d r a w t h e i r o w n c o n c l u s i o n s . 

Desp i t e the l o c a l theater c r i t i c , w h o vented his bias 
against B r e c h t , a l l e i gh t e en pe r f o rmances o f the p l a y 
were s o l d out . H a u s h a d e x t e n d e d the E l i z a b e t h a n 
stage b o t h f o r w a r d i n t o the a u d i t o r i u m a n d u p w a r d to 
the s e cond ga l l e r y . T h e a d d i t i o n a l a c t ing space , the 
c l ever use o f the steps l e a d i n g f r o m the upper to the 



l owe r l e v e l , the ent rances f r o m a l l s ides a n d the p l a c ­
i n g o f the nar ra to rs a m o n g the a u d i e n c e a l l a d d e d to 
the f l a i r w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e d the p r o d u c t i o n . M u c h 
though t wen t i n t o w o r k i n g ou t the "ges tus" o f each 
s u b - s c e n e a n d i n t o m e a n i n g f u l g r o u p i n g s , w h i c h were 
made m o r e m e m o r a b l e b y S u s a n B o n d e ' s l a v i s h 
cos tumes . H a n n s E i s l e r ' s o r i g i n a l m u s i c was m o d i f i e d 
b y B a r b a r a B e r s t e i n to f i t her a c t o r - m u s i c i a n s ' i n s t r u ­
ments a n d s k i l l s . 

D i r e c t o r H a u s h a d based th is p r o d u c t i o n o n H o w a r d 
B r e n t o n ' s 1980 t r a n s l a t i o n , c u t a n d s t r u c t u r e d a c c o r d ­
i n g to the o r i g i n a l D a n i s h v e r s i o n o f B r e c h t ' s p l ay . 
T h e C a r n i v a l Scene ' was e x t e n d e d o v e r the P r o l o gue 
and E p i l o g u e i n a n a t t empt to d r a w the a u d i e n c e i n t o a 
c o m m u n i t y i n m o t i o n , a n d thus to m o b i l i z e a c t i o n fo r 
change . F o r , as G a l i l e o says i t i n the " L i t t l e M o n k " 
scene: " O n l y as m u c h o f the t r u t h w i l l p r e v a i l , as we 
m a k e p r e v a i l . " 

D u r i n g the f i r s t a u d i e n c e d i s c u s s i o n i t was e v i d en t 
that th is o v e r r i d i n g c o n c e r n h a d s t r u c k a r espons i ve 
c h o r d . T h e a u d i e n c e i n the s e c o n d d i s c u s s i o n f o cused 
o n f e m i n i s t c o n c e r n s , w h i c h are h a r d to sa t i s f y w i t h 
th is B r e c h t p l a y . T h e d i a l e c t i c r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween 
G a l i l e o , h is m o t h e r i n g daugh t e r V i r g i n i a , a n d the r e p ­
resentat ive o f the c h u r c h au tho r i t i e s at the e n d o f this 
p r o d u c t i o n was le f t s t u d i o u s l y o p e n to i n t e r p r e t a t i o n by 
the a u d i e n c e . 

A l l i n a l l th is t h o u g h t f u l a n d a m b i t i o u s s tag ing o f 
L i f e o f G a l i l e o was p o s i t i v e l y s u c c e s s f u l w i t h the P o r t ­
l a n d a u d i e n c e . A chance v i s i t o r f r o m the G D R , E b e r ­
h a r d Görner f r o m the D D R - F e r n s e h e n . was most e n ­
thus ias t i c about th is t ang ib l e s i g n o f p r o d u c t i v e c o ­
o p e r a t i o n be tween G D R a n d U S A art is ts a n d the c o m ­
m u n i t y at large . 

L a u r e e n N u s s b a u m 
P o r t l a n d State U n i v e r s i t y 

W o l f g a n g K o h l h a a s e 

W o l f g a n g K o h l h a a s e , the G D R s c r i p t w r i t e r a n d three 
t ime w i n n e r o f the N a t i o n a l P r i z e , w i l l be i n the M i d ­
west d u r i n g the f a l l o f 1988. H e w i l l be p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
i n the c o n f e r e n c e , " C o n c e p t s o f H i s t o r y i n G e r m a n 
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C i n e m a , " to be h e l d at the U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i no i s O c t o ­
ber 2 7 - 3 0 , a n d w i l l be a va i l ab l e to address o ther a u d ­
iences be f o re a n d a f t e r these dates. 

A m o n g M r . K o h l h a a s e ' s a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s are h is 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h G e r h a r d K l e i n d u r i n g the SO's a n d 
60's i n w r i t i n g s u c h f i l m s as A l a r m i n the C i r c u s and 
A B e r l i n R o m a n c e a n d h is s c r i p t w r i t i n g f o r K o n r a d 
W o l f o n the f i l m s I Was N i n e t e e n . M a m a . I 'm A l i v e and 
Solo S u n n y . H e is the a u t h o r o f a n o v e l , N e w Years 
E v e w i t h B a l z a c a n d a n u m b e r o f success fu l r ad i o p lays 
i n c l u d i n g T h e G r u n s t e i n B a r i a n t w h i c h took the P r i x 
I ta l ia i n 1978. M r . K o h l h a a s e has w o r k e d as a j o u r ­
nal is t i n the G D R a n d has a n exce l l en t c o m m a n d o f 
E n g l i s h . H e is a m e m b e r o f the G D R ' s A c a d e m y o f 
A r t s . 

I f y o u w o u l d l i k e to i n v i t e M r . K o h l h a a s e to v i s i t 
y o u r i n s t i t u t i o n , p lease con tac t C h r i s t o p h e r J . W i c k h a m 
or B r u c e M u r r a y at the G e r m a n D e p a r t m e n t o f the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s at C h i c a g o ( B o x 4343 , C h i c a g o , 
111. 60680 ) o r b y p h o n e at (312) 9 9 6 - 3 2 0 5 . 

S i l v i a a n d D i e t e r Sch l ens t ed t 

P ro f essor D i e t e r Sch l ens t ed t f r o m the A k a d e m i e der 
Wissenscha f t en i n B e r l i n ( G D R ) w i l l be t each ing at the 
G e r m a n i c Languages a n d L i t e r a t u r e s D e p a r t m e n t o f the 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Massachuse t t s at A m h e r s t i n the s p r i n g 
o f 1989. H e w i l l be a c c o m p a n i e d b y h is w i f e , P ro fessor 
S y l v i a Sch lens ted t . 

He l ga S c h u b e r t 

H e l g a S c h u b e r t w i l l be the v i s i t i n g w r i t e r at C o l o r ­
ado Co l l e g e i n C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s f r o m A p r i l 1 to J u n e 
1, 1989. 

J o a c h i m Wa l the r 

T h e D e p a r t m e n t o f M o d e r n Languages at the U n i ­
vers i ty o f N o r t h e r n I o w a i n C e d a r F a l l s w i l l be hos t ing 
J o a c h i m Wa l the r as its v i s i t i n g w r i t e r f r o m J a n u a r y to 
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M a y . M r . W a l t h e r , w h o w i l l be a c c o m p a n i e d b y his 
w i f e , w i l l a lso be t ea ch ing at G r i n n e l l Co l l e g e . 
J o a c h i m Wa l the was b o r n 1943 i n C h e m n i t z a n d s t u d i e d 
G e r m a n i s t i c a n d A r t H i s t o r y at the H u m b o l d t - U n i v e r s i ­
tät i n B e r l i n . I n 1968 he became the E d i t o r f o r C o n ­
t e m p o r a r y Prose at the p u b l i s h i n g house " D e r M o r g e n " . 
H e was also e d i t o r o f " D i e Weltbühne" a n d the j o u r n a l 
" T e m p e r a m e n t e " . H e has w r i t t e n a n d p u b l i s h e d e x t e n ­
s i v e l y , i n l u d i n g r a d i o p lays a n d theatre s c r i p t s . Wa l the r 
has been a m e m b e r o f the " S c h r i f t s t e l l e r v e r b a n d der 
D D R " s ince 1972. 
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