
l o w - k e y h o m o s e x u a l "scene" i n Eas t B e r l i n , t races the 
e t y m o l o g y a n d p ra c t i c e o f o n a n i s m , r epor t s o n v i s i t s to 
F K K beaches , a n d wonde r s a l o u d a b o u t L a u t r e m o n t ' s 
s exua l p rac t i c e s , a l l sub jec ts pe rhaps too b a w d y f o r the 
more p r i m A c a d e m y m e m b e r s . W i t h r e g a r d to s e x u a l 
mat ters , B e r k e s po in t s out that the t i m e has c o m e to 
c o n s i d e r the thoughts o f one o f L a u t r e a m o n t ' s p r o m i ­
nent c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , F r i e d r i c h E n g e l s , w h o i n 1883 
dec l a r ed : " E s w i r d nachge rade Z e i t , daß wen i g s t ens d i e 
deu t s chen A r b e i t e r s i c h gewöhnen, v o n D i n g e n , d i e sie 
täglich oder nächtlich se lbst t r e i b e n , v o n natürlichen, 
u n e n t b e h r l i c h e n u n d äußerst vergnüglichen D i n g e n 
ebenso u n b e f a n g e n z u s p r e c h e n w i e d i e r o m a n i s c h e n 
Vö lker , w i e H o m e r u n d P l a t o , w i e H o r a z u n d J u v e n a l 
w i e das A l t e T es tamen t u n d d i e ' N e u e R h e i n i s c h e Z e i t ­
u n g ' . " In l i n e w i t h E n g e l s , B e r k e s does not s h y away 
f r o m s k e t c h i n g h is n o c t u r n a l p l easures , be these 
d r eams , f antas i es , o r r e a l i t y , a n d relates s u c h 
exper i ences i n modes t , a lmos t i n c o n s p i c u o u s t e rms . 

F o r a l l t h i s , B e r k e s ' d i a r y is readab le ; 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , he i n c l u d e s the dr i es t de ta i l s o f an 
o the rw i s e u n e v e n t f u l A l l t a g , m a n y o f w h i c h b u r d e n the 
reader ' s e n d u r a n c e . O n e c a n n o t be e x a c t l y b o r e d b y 
E i n e s c h l i m m e L i e b e , bu t ne i the r c a n o n e e n t h u s i a s t i ­
c a l l y r e c o m m e n d i t . 

J o h n B r a w n e r 
W a s h i n g t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

D i e S u m m e . E i n e Begebenhe i t . B y H e r m a n n K a n t . B e r l i n : 
Rütten u n d L o e n i n g , 1987, 174 pages. 

T h e f i r s t - p e r s o n na r ra t o r o f K a n t ' s sho r t n o v e l tel ls 
about h is p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a c u l t u r e c o n f e r e n c e that 
was o r g a n i z e d by the s i gna t o r y states o f the H e l s i n k i 
A c c o r d s a n d h e l d i n Budapes t . C h i e f o f the "Schöp­
fe r i sches Büro" i n the G D R ' s f o r e i g n o f f i c e , H a n s 
Sch leede represents h is c o u n t r y i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y 
sessions i n w h i c h d i p l o m a t s e x p e r i m e n t a l l y s i m u l a t e the 
r u n n i n g o f a n e w a u t o n o m o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l e d 
K U S T I P E S T . L a t e r , art ists are to r ep lace the d i p l o ­
mats a n d r u n the agency themse lves . 

T h e s e e m i n g l y s i m p l e task f a c i n g Sch l e ede a n d his 
co l l eagues is c o m p l i c a t e d by the p o l i t i c a l d i v e r s i t y o f 

the p a r t i c i p a n t n a t i o n s , r ep r e s en t ing i n a d d i t i o n to 
N A T O a n d the W a r s a w Pac t n e u t r a l states s u c h as 
S w i t z e r l a n d , F i n l a n d , a n d A u s t r i a . A s a r esu l t , the 
con f e r ence q u i c k l y sp l i t s i n t o three b l o c k s . T h u s i n 
o rde r to d e t e r m i n e " w h i c h na t i ons are to be r epresen ted 
i n the n i n e - m e m b e r s t e e r ing b o a r d , the pa r t i c i pan t s are 
f o r c e d to a c c o r d e a c h b l o c k three slots a n d to a l l o w 
each b l o c k to e lec t its o w n delegates. 

O n c e s u c h k e y o p e r a t i o n a l mat ters are sor ted o u t , 
the d i p l o m a t s m a k e r o o m f o r the art is ts , a n d Sch leede , 
f a t i gued b y the o f t e n senseless w r a n g l i n g about matters 
o f l i t t l e subs tance , heads f o r h o m e . 

So f a r so good . B u t th is s i m p l e r e t e l l i ng o f the 
p lo t says l i t t l e a b o u t the nove l ' s t rue charac t e r . D i e 
S u m m e exudes none o f the emba t t l ed o p t i m i s m e v i d en t 
i n K a n t ' s e a r l i e r w o r k s . C h a i r o f the Wr i t e r s U n i o n 
f o r m a n y years a n d a u t h o r o f respec ted nove ls s u c h as 
D i e A u l a a n d Das I m p r e s s u m . K a n t here takes a i m at 
the sad status o f c u l t u r e - s t a t e re la t ions he sees i n 
bo th the G D R a n d the West . G o v e r n m e n t s send to 
K U S T I P E S T respresenta t i ves w h o c o n f o r m to wha t 
cu l tu r e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s a n d bureaucra t s imag ine to be 
p u r v e y o r s o f g o o d ar t . T h u s the U n i t e d States d e l e ­
gate is a l i t e r a tu r e manage r w h o made his name p u b ­
l i s h i n g the m a g a z i n e R e a d e r ' s D i e t , a c o l l e c t i o n o f 
eas i ly d i g e s t i b l e prose . A n d the G D R ' s delegate is a 
l i t t l e - k n o w n m a n a g e r o f a n obscu r e puppe t theater . 
(The c h o i c e o f a puppe t e e r p r o b a b l y re f lects K a n t ' s 
e xpe r i ence o f h o w h is g o v e r n m e n t handles its o w n 
cu l ture . ) B o t h E a s t a n d West , Sch leede muses , e n v i s i o n 
a c u l t u r e that is " A k z e p t a b e l v o n Is land b is M a l t a , 
e i n l e u c h t e n d i m Weißen H a u s u n d a m R o t e n P l a t z , 
w e r t v o l l n a c h Vorsitzendenmaß u n d v o n K a n z l e r n a u c h " 
(163). 

A l a s , K a n t ' s d i s m a y abou t the i n i m i c a l i n t r u s i o n o f 
the state i n t o c u l t u r e is o v e r s h a d o w e d b y h i s c l i c h e d 
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n o f the p a r t i c i p a n t s i n E U R O C U L T . 
T h u s the c r e w - c u t A m e r i c a n representat i ve M r . F u l l -
b a c k e r , w h o r epea t ed l y con fuses G D R a n d F R G , is 
f o r eve r p u l l i n g ou t a l ap t op c o m p u t e r to c l a r i f y w h i c h 
c o u n t r y be longs to w h a t b l o c k . Sch leede descr ibes the 
A u s t r i a n de legate as a "Wagner-Sängerin" (33) a n d a n 
"üppige Schönheit," (102) w h i l e the w o m a n r ep r esen t ing 
G r e e c e is o f "ede ls ter G e s t a l t " (40). H o l l a n d ' s r e p r e ­
sentat ive is an e x e m p l a r o f " see lu f tgere i f t e r W e i b l i c h -
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k e i t " (97). She also smokes a m e e r s c h a u m p i p e . 
M a r c e l U n t e r b r u c h e r f r o m S w i t z e r l a n d l o oks l i k e a 
m i x t u r e o f " B a n k g e h e i m n i s , Ro t e s K r e u z u n d B e r n ­
h a r d i n e r H u n d " (133). K a n t ' s charac te rs b e come c h e a p 
ca r i ca tures . 

K a n t no d o u b t i n t e n d e d h is s a r d o n i c a l l y h u m o r o u s 
book to be a sat i re o f the r e a l - l i f e c o n f e r e n c e o n c u l ­
ture o r g a n i z e d i n B u d a p e s t i n 1985 b y the s i gna to r i e s 
o f the H e l s i n k i A c c o r d s . T h i s m e e t i n g , too , b r o k e i n t o 
p o l i t i c a l b l o cks a n d was o f t en bogged d o w n b y a r cane 
quest ions o f p r o t o c o l . B u t K a n t ' s b l i t h e a t t e m p t to 
gloss o v e r se r i ous p r o b l e m s s u c h as c e n s o r s h i p a n d 
state c o n t r o l o f the arts b y e i the r i g n o r i n g t h e m o r 
seek ing to de fuse t h e m t h r o u g h h u m o r a l l ows the 
reader no i n s i g h t wha tsoeve r in to the w o r k i n g s o f the 
con f e r ence . 

M o r e o v e r , K a n t ' s n a r r a t i v e f a i l s e v en to a l l u d e to 
the c o u n t e r - c o n f e r e n c e i n 1985 sponso r ed b y d i s s i d e n t 
H u n g a r i a n in t e l l e c tua l s w h i c h was a t t ended b y w r i t e r s 
a n d art ists f r o m 13 d i f f e r e n t na t i ons . T h e y i n c l u d e d 
names s u c h as Susan Son tag , H a n s M a g n u s E n z e n s ­
berger , a n d A m o s O z . H u n g a r i a n o f f i c i a l s a t t e m p t e d to 
prevent th is m e e t i n g by r e f u s i n g access to a ho t e l h a l l 
the o rgan i z e r s h a d r en t ed , f o r c i n g the p a r t i c i p a n t s to 
meet i n a p r i v a t e apa r tmen t . 

A U i n a l l D i e S u m m e is a s u r p r i s i n g l y bad book . It 
t r i v i a l i z e s se r i ous issues a n d though t l e s s l y seeks to 
shape h u m o r b y p l a y i n g o n o l d bu t s t i l l d i v i s i v e e t h n i c 
a n d na t i ona l s tereotypes . N o less i m p o r t a n t , the n o v e l , 
w h i c h drags a l ong w i t h l i t t l e appa ren t p l o t a n d no 
engag ing pe r sona l c o n f l i c t s , is s i m p l y not g ood r e a d i n g . 

James K n o w l t o n 
A u s t i n C o l l e g e 

D e r T e u f e l s k r e i s u n d andere Stücke. Ausgewählte W e r k e 
i n E i n z e l a u s g a b e n . B y H e d d a Z i n n e r . E d i t e d b y E c k h a r d 
Pe t e r sohn . B e r l i n : B u c h v e r l a g D e r M o r g e n , 1986. 654 
pages. 

T h i s is a v o l u m e o f s i x p lays by a versa t i l e a u t h o r , 
w h o m Peter D e m e t z desc r ibes as " s t i l l o f the W e i m a r 
g ene ra t i on " yet also as a success fu l p l a y w r i g h t o f G D R 
" es tab l i shment theater" (After the F i r e s : R e c e n t W r i t i n g 

i n the G e r m a n i e s . A u s t r i a a n d S w i t z e r l a n d . N e w Y o r k : 
H a r c o u r t , B r a c e , J o v a n o v i c h , 1986, p.236) . T h i s v o l u m e 
o f p lays is not i n t e n d e d as a c r i t i c a l e d i t i o n ; the text 
conta ins a one a n d a h a l f page a f t e r w o r d i n w h i c h the 
ed i t o r revea ls m u c h h e l p f u l i n f o r m a t i o n : the p u b l i c a t i o n 
and f i r s t p e r f o r m a n c e dates o f these d ramas , w h i c h 
be l ong p r i m a r i l y to the decade be tween 1950 a n d 1960; 
the f ac t that M s . Z i n n e r he rse l f se lec ted , s c r u t i n i z e d , 
and a u t h o r i z e d the p l ays f o r the present e d i t i o n ; some 
i n f o r m a t i o n abou t he r o the r p l ays ( there are four teen ) ; 
and a w o r d abou t he r m e m o i r s en t i t l e d A u f d e m ro ten 
T e p p i c h : E r f a h r u n g e n . G e d a n k e n . Impress i onen ( f i rs t 
e d i t i o n 1978, n e w e x p a n d e d e d i t i o n i n the same series 
as these p lays 1986). I n a d d i t i o n to the r e m a r k s o f 
the e d i t o r , there is a l i s t o f o the r w o r k s b y Z i n n e r 
i n c l u d i n g seven nove l s , one v o l u m e o f shor t s tor ies , a 
v o l u m e o f F a b e l n . L i e d e r . G e d i c h t e u n d N a c h d i c h t u n g e n 
i n a d d i t i o n to her a u t o b i o g r a p h y . A l l these v o lumes 
are p u b l i s h e d b y the same house , most i n more than 
one e d i t i o n , a n d a l l t es t i f y to her success i n the G D R . 
M s . Z i n n e r has also w r i t t e n c h i l d r e n ' s theater sc r ip t s 
as w e l l as r ad i o a n d t e l e v i s i o n d ramas . 

O f the s i x p l ays r e p r o d u c e d here , one is a c o m e d y 
en t i t l ed Was wäre w e n n . . . . w h i c h poses the in te res t ing 
ques t i on : wha t w o u l d h a p p e n i f the c i t i z ens o f a G D R 
borde r t o w n we r e l e d — o r m i s ! e d - - t o be l i eve that the i r 
r eg i on was b e i n g g i v e n to the F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c a n d 
that the n o b i l i t y w o u l d be r e t u r n i n g to the t o w n 
castle? W i t h i n the t y p i c a l c onven t i ons o f three -ac t 
c o m e d y — l o v e r s ' m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s , heroes a n d v i l l a i n s 
f r o m v a r i o u s s o c i a l n i v e a u s w i t h i n the classless soc i e ty , 
and e v e n t u a l r e s o l u t i o n o f a l l c o n f l i c t s b y m a r r i a g e — 
Z i n n e r creates a m p l e o c c a s i o n to present a p o l i t i c a l 
message w h i l e p r o v i d i n g l i g h t en t e r t a inmen t . 

A n o t h e r p l a y , Lützower . is the o n l y h i s t o r i c a l 
d r a m a . It is presen ted i n verse f o r m , s t r i k i n g a ra ther 
s u r p r i s i n g note . T h e a c t i o n takes p lace i n M a r c h 1813 
i n S a x o n y a n d the p l a y echoes h i s t o r i c a l d ramas o f 
other G e r m a n p l a y w r i g h t s . Desp i t e n u m e r o u s s h o c k i n g 
inc iden t s a n d reversa ls f o r the cause o f f r e e d o m , the 
play de l i v e r s the h o p e f u l assurance : " N i c h t s ist u m ­
sonst. D e r F u n k e hat gezündet" (433) . 

T h e o ther f o u r p l a y s , e n t i t l e d Ca f ehaus Pave r . 
G e n e r a l L a n d t . D e r T e u f e l s k r e i s , a n d the most recent 
p lay , Ravensbrücker B a l l a d e , a l l treat the ho r r o r s , some 
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