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CALL FOR PAPERS - MLA ?8 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s are being s o l i c i t e d f o r a S p e c i a l 
Session a t the 1978 MLA Convention on the t o p i c 
'Toetry and P o l i t i c s i n the GDR." B r i e f papers 
of 3-4 pages ( c l o s e a n a l y s i s , recent develop­
ments, e t c . ) should be submitted by March 25 
to Ann Fehn, Dept. of Germanic Languages, 
Harvard U n i v e r s i t y , Cambridge, MA 02138, or to 
Sara Lennox, Dept. o f German, Univ. of Massa­
ch u s e t t s , Amherst, MA 01003. 

******** 

THIRD ANNUAL EUROPEAN STUDIES CONFERENCE 
The T h i r d Annual European St u d i e s Conference 
w i l l be held on October 12-14, 1978 i n Omaha, 
Nebraska. This conference, sponsored by the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Nebraska at Omaha, i s to be an 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y meeting w i t h sessions devo­
ted t o current r e s e a r c h , research techniques, 
and teaching methodologies, as w e l l as to t r a ­
d i t i o n a l t o p i c s . A b s t r a c t s of papers should be 
submitted by May 1, 1978 t o P r o f e s s o r s G a r c i a 
and Jung, Dept. of FL, Univ. of Nebraska at 
Omaha, Omaha, Neb. 68101. 

******** 
MOUNTAIN INTERSTATE FOR. LANG. CONFERENCE 
This year's Mountain I n t e r s t a t e Foreign 
Language Conference w i l l be hosted by Berea 
C o l l e g e , and w i l l be h e l d October 12-44, 1978. 
The program w i l l i n c l u d e a s e c t i o n on GDR 
l i t e r a t u r e , which w i l l be organized by Theodor 
Langenbruch (Dept. of ML, Geo. I n s t , of Tech., 
Swann H a l l , A t l a n t a , Geo. 30332). Paper pro­
p o s a l s concerning s h o r t prose and poetry are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y welcome. The deadline f o r sub­
m i t t i n g two-page summaries and a b s t r a c t s i s 
A p r i l 15. For f u r t h e r d e t a i l s (such as ab­
s t r a c t forms) contact P r o f . A l b e r t o Fuente-
v i l l a , MIFLC P r e s i d e n t , Berea C o l l e g e , Box 
627, Berea, Ky., 4o4o4. 

RECENT CONFERENCES 
MLA CONVENTION CHICAGO 1977 

The program featured two sessions e x c l u s i v e l y 
concerned w i t h GDR l i t e r a t u r e , and at l e a s t 
two f u r t h e r sessions which i n c l u d e d GDR l i t e ­
r a t u r e . D e t a i l s concerning three of these ses­
sions were given i n the October 77 i s s u e of the 
B u l l e t i n . The f o u r t h s e s s i o n to be mentioned 

was a workshop "Technology and Marxism," I t 
was c h a i r e d by David B a t h r i c k and i n c l u d e d , i n 
a d d i t i o n to papers on "Aspects of Technology 
i n Marx and Rousseau" and "Ernst Junger's 
A r b e i t e r , " a p r e s e n t a t i o n by Helen Fehervary 
"Prometheus Rebound: Technology and the D i a ­
l e c t i c of Myth." This paper discussed d i r e c t 
references to the Prometheus myth (Heiner 
Müller), i n t e r p r e t e d the " p o s i t i v e hero" of 
e a r l y GDR l i t e r a t u r e ( e s p e c i a l l y i n d u s t r i a l 
novels) as a Promethian f i g u r e , and demonstra­
ted the d i a l e c t i c of progress i n Biermann's 
poem "Der Aufsteigende" (1968). 

The s p e c i a l s e s s i o n "A Taxonomy of S o c i a l i s t 
Realism," c h a i r e d by Adele R i c k e t t (and i n t e n ­
ded to be continued next y e a r ) , attempted to 
i d e n t i f y common as w e l l as d i f f e r e n t elements 
i n Chinese, S o v i e t , and GDR novels. Bwyohdr 
t h i s , more b a s i c methodological problems were 
discussed, such as o r i g i n s and d e f i n i t i o n s of 
the n o v e l , s i g n i f i c a n c e of the author-reader 
r e l a t i o n , and e v a l u a t i v e problems ( d i d a c t i c 
versus e s t h e t i c f u n c t i o n of l i t e r a t u r e ) . 

The two sessions devoted e n t i r e l y t o GDR l i t e ­
r a t u r e a t t r a c t e d almost one hundred p a r t i c i ­
pants each. The seminar "Short Prose F i c t i o n , " 
c h a i r e d by Richard Z i p s e r , presented d i f f e r e n t 
methodological approaches (predominantly struc. 
t u r a l i s t ) : K arl-Heinz Schoeps analyzed the nar 
r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e of C h r i s t a Wolf's "Blickwech-
s e l , " Ann C. Fehn i n v e s t i g a t e d b a s i c binary 
o p p o s i t i o n s and c e n t r a l metaphors i n Volker 
Braun's "Unvollendete Geschichte," and Jack 
Zipes i l l u s t r a t e d the e p i s o d i c s t r u c t u r e of 
R i n e r Kunze's Die Wunderbaren Jahre. The 
d i s c u s s i o n of the l a s t paper centered around 
the question i f there i s something " t y p i c a l l y 
German" about b u r e a u c r a t i c s t r u c t u r e s and a t t i ­
tudes i n East and West Germany, and whether 
Kunze was aiming, w i t h h i s book, at t h i s a s p e c 
of the "deutsche Misere." No general agree­
ment was reached on t h i s matter; however, 
there was a concensus that GDR l i t e r a t u r e of 
the k i n d discussed i n t h i s s e s s i o n i s h i g h l y 
s t i m u l a t i n g f o r American classrooms, presen­
t i n g and provoking a l t e r n a t i v e t h i n k i n g . I n 
h i s response to the three papers, Jürgen 
Hoegl gave a c r i t i c a l a n a l y s i s and showed 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s i n t h e i r f i n d i n g s : A r t i s t i c 
s t r u c t u r e s correspond to the themes of con-
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t r a s t between past and present (Wolf), and 
between a c t u a l and p o s s i b l e present (Braun 
and Kunze). The p o t e n t i a l f o r s e l f - a c t u a l i -
z a t i o n was seen as a c e n t r a l concern f o r a l l 
three authorso 

The other seminar on GLR l i t e r a t u r e ("How D i ­
v i s i v e i s Dissidence?") was c h a i r e d by Helen 
Fehervary. I t explored the h i s t o r i c a l and 
i d e o l o g i c a l r o o t s of d i s s i d e n t w r i t i n g (Heiner 
Müller, Wolf Biermann, Thomas Brasch). Marc 
Silberman described Müller as a l e n i n i s t a r ­
t i s t who focuses on new c o n t r a d i c t i o n s (such 
as the c l a s h between Part y ideology and i n d i ­
v i d u a l p e r c e p t i o n s ) ; Müller uses the stage as 
a l a b o r a t o r y of s o c i a l fantasy, aiming at 
ceaseless l e a r n i n g from d e f e a t . David B a t h r i c k 
saw the main "defeat" i n the t r a n s i t i o n of the 
working c l a s s (or s o c i e t y as a whole) from i t s 
s t a t u s as h i s t o r i c a l subject to th a t of object 
of a p r i v i l e g e d h i e r a r c h y , w i t h the concomi­
tant l o s s of c r i t i c a l e x p l o r a t i o n and compen­
satory l e g i t i m i z a t i o n e f f o r t s . Wolfgang Müller, 
who was added to the panel, spoke s i m i l a r l y of 
the " o s s i f i c a t i o n of Marxism i n theory and 
p r a c t i c e , " the i d e o l o g i c a l monopoly of the SED, 
and the b l o c k i n g o f f o f undesired o p p o s i t i o n 
and even of unwanted communication. 

The d i s c u s s i o n s of both seminars converged on 
the p h i l o s o p h i c a l , s o c i a l , and p o l i t i c a l i m p l i . 
c a t i o n s of GDR l i t e r a t u r e , r a t h e r than concen­
t r a t i n g on the e s t h e t i c f u n c t i o n of the t e x t s . 
The common denominator was open e x p l o r a t i o n of 
a l t e r n a t i v e s . Soth sessions are to be combined 
at the S9?8 MLA Convention under the general 
t o p i c " L i t e r a t u r e and P o l i t i c s . " Ann C. Fehn 
and Sara Lennox were e l e c t e d to organize the 
1978 seminar. 

Theodor Langenbruch 
Geo. I n s t , of Technology 

* * * * * * * * 

BAD-CODESBERG CONFERENCE 

A conference w i t h the t i t l e : "Die Deutsche 
Frage im S p i e g e l der Deutschen L i t e r a t u r " , 
h e l d at the K a r l - A r n o l d Bildungsstätte i n 
Bonn-Bad Godesberg from Sept. 30 to Oct. 2, 
1977 saw the r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of the "Archiv 
für DDR-Literatur und DDR-Germanistik" by Jörg 
B. 3 i l k e , who had o r i g i n a l l y founded i t i n 1970. 
The agenda a l s o i n c l u d e d the f o l l o w i n g presen­
t a t i o n s : 
- "Gibt es 2 L i t e r a t u r e n i n Deutschland?", 

Eberhard Mannack, K i e l . 

- "Zersprungene Identität: B i l d n i s s e des S c h r i f t ­
s t e l l e r s i n Beiden Deutschen L i t e r a t u r e n " , 
Bernhard G r e i n e r , F r e i b u r g . 

- "Der 17. J u n i i n der L i t e r a t u r der DDR", 
H e i n r i c h Mohr, Osnabrück. 

- "Peter Hüchel: E i n Gesamtdeutscher L y r i k e r ? " , 
Bernhard Gajek, Regensburg. 

- "Die Deutsche"Teilung-im:Lyrischen Gddichty, 
Gerhard Kluge, Nijmwegen. 

Sigmar Faust and Gerald Zschorsch a l s o r e l a t e d 
t h e i r experiences w i t h "Kulturbürokratie" and 
" S t a a t s s i c h e r h e i t s d i e n s t " . The conference con­
cluded with the formation of the study group 
"DDR-Literatur und DDR-Gernanistik", wtiich w i l l 
concentrate i t s d i s c u r s i v e e f f o r t s on the s t a t e 
of K l e i s t research i n the GDR and the recep­
t i o n of FRG l i t e r a t u r e i n the GDR. The group 
w i l l reconvene i n March 1978. 

******** 

INTERNATIONALER HOCHSCHULFERIENKURS FÜR 
GERMANISTIK 

Der Kursus, der vom 8. J u l i b i s zum 30. J u l i 
1977 i n B e r l i n s t a t t f a n d , wurde für Methodiker, 
Lektoren und Lehrex* der deutschen Sprache durch-
geführt und war so g e s t a l t e t , daß Probleme des 
Fremdsprachenunterrichts und der angewandten 
L i n g u i s t i k im Vordergrund standen. 
Z u g l e i c h war Gelegenheit gegeben, s i c h im Ge­
brauch der deutschen Sprache auf der Grundlage 
sehr v e r s c h i e d e n a r t i g e r Hefte, zu v e r v o l l ­
kommen. Die L e h r m a t e r i a l i e n b e t r a f e n Landes­
kunde, L i t e r a t u r , L i n g u i s t i k , u n d Fachkunde 
Die L i t e r a t u r h e f t e b i l d e n nach meinen b i s h e ­
r i g e n Erfahrungen a l s Sommerkursteilnehmerin 
e i n i n t e r e s s a n t e s B e i s p i e l zur Er a r b e i t u n g und 
Verwendung von l i t e r a r i s c h e n Texten und s o l l e n 
h i e r genauer besprochen werden. Zur Wahl s t a n ­
den eine k l e i n e Auswahl aus der L y r i k der DDR, 
Texte von Kant, A. Seghers, S. K i r s c h , Th. 
Mann und Becher. 
Das M a t e r i a l i s t so aufgebaut, daß jedes Thema 
i n d r e i T e i l e n angeboten w i r d : 1) Text, 2) Auf­
gaben und Übungen zum Erfassen von I n h a l t und 
Gestaltung des Textes und 3) L e h r e r h e f t . Die 
Hefte s i n d so angelegt, daß s i e d i e Lehrer des 
Auslandes mit e i n i g e n Texten der DDR-Literatur 
bekannt machen, zu e i n e r Wortschatzerweiterung 
durch Übungen zur L e x i k o l o g i e b e i t r a g e n und zu 
Diskussionen über d i e methodischen Aspekte des 
Textveretändnisses im Fremdsprachenunterricht 
anregen. Die Veröffentlichung d i e s e r Materia-* 
l i e n könnte die Lehrer anregen, l i t e r a r i s c h e 
Texte i n i h r e n L e h r s t o f f einzubeziehen. 

Anna Pegoraro 
Univ. T u r i n , I t a l i e n 

******** 



WEIMAR I I 1977 

From 27 - uly u n t i l 19 August 1977, I attended 
the 2 1 r d'internationaler Hochschulferienkurs 
für Germa n i s t i k " i n Weimar, sponsored by the 
"Sektion L i t e r a t u r - und Kunstwissenschaft" of 
the Friedrich-Schiller-Universität i n Jena. 
This was one of s i x courses f o r f a c u l t y (two 
each i n Weimar and L e i p z i g , one each i n B e r l i n 
and Karl-Marx-Stadt) and f o u r f o r students 
( i n H a l l e , Rostock, G r e i f s w a l d , and B e r l i n ) 
h e l d during the summer of 1977. I chose a 
course w i t h a p r i m a r i l y l i n g u i s t i c , r a t h e r 
than l i t e r a r y emphasis. There were 8ß p a r t i ­
c i p a n t s i n Weimar I I , w i t h about 65 of these 
from s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , the remainder from 
c a p i t a l i s t n a t i o n s . There was one other Ame­
r i c a n p a r t i c i p a n t . 
The course i t s e l f f e a t u r e d f i v e main ki n d s of 
a c t i v i t i t e s , o f t e n w i t h s e v e r a l events each 
day, so that the three-week program was f u l l 
and v a r i e d . There were 1) twelve l e c t u r e s on 
l i n g u i s t i c and c u l t u r a l t o p i c s (10:30-12:00), 
most of which were very i n f o r m a t i v e ; we were 
f u r t h e r d i v i d e d up i n t o 2) language groups of 
a dozen or fewer, whict met d a i l y (8:30-10:00) 
to work on advanced s t y l i s t i c e x e r c i s e s i n 
c o l l o q u i a l German ( p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n g to 
German teachers). Each p a r t i c i p a n t chose one 
of s i x 3! study groups which met f i v e times 
i n the afternoon (2:30-4:00) to deal w i t h a 
s p e c i a l i s e d aspect of language, c u l t u r e or 
GDR l i t e r a t u r e . There were s e v e r a l 4) bus 
excursions i n T h u r i n g i a , to Buchenwald, E i s e ­
nach, the Wartburg, Mühlhausen, Ilmenau, and 
other Goethestätten, as w e l l as i n f o r m a l l y 
arranged t r i p s by t r a i n to Jena, Naumburg, and 
Dresden. In the evenings (7:30-9:00), there 
were 5) open d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h v a r i o u s guests 
from the GDR c u l t u r a l establishment ( s c h o l a r s , 
a m i n i s t e r of education, an author, a f i l m ­
maker, and a TV commentator). There were a d d i ­
t i o n a l l y c o n c e r t s , theater performances and 
f i l m s . A l l p a r t i c i p a n t s were encouraged to 
drop by the l o c a l c l u b of the Kulturbund, 
where music, refreshments, mail-pick-up, 
and current newspapers (none i n E n g l i s h , how­
ever) were a v a i l a b l e , and where i t was p o s s i b l e 
to chat at l e n g t h about the GDR. 
A tone of f r i e n d l y Candor c h a r a c t e r i z e d the 
e n t i r e course, and there were no questions 
which met with evasive answers, i n c l u d i n g such 
su b j e c t s as Biermann and l i t e r a r y d i s s e n t , 
t r a v e l r e s t r i c t i o n s , Eurocommunism, and Wes­
t e r n i n f l u e n c e . A l l l e c t u r e s and d i s c u s s i o n s 
were, f o r Western standards, p o l i t i c i z e d to 
va r y i n g degrees, but one gr ws q u i c k l y accus­

tomed to t h i s . The degree of p o l i t i c i z a t i o n 
ranged from m i l i t a n t - d e f e n s i v e to l i b e r a l - p l u ­
r a l i s t i c , but always remained c i v i l and r a t i o ­
n a l . Only on the subject of the F e d e r a l Repub­
l i c was there o c c a s i o n a l l y an atmosphere of 
i r r i t a t e d h o s t i l i t y . There was at no time any 
suggestion that we were not to go, do, see 
whatever we wished. One f e l t a d i s t i n c t d e s i r e 
f o r a c t i v e cooperation with Western s c h o l a r s , 
and not only w i t h those sympathetic to s o c i a ­
l i s m . 
"VEB Coethe", as the v a r i o u s 'Nationale For-
Schungs- und Gedenkstätten" i n Weimar are 
pop u l a r l y c a l l e d , was n a t u r a l l y a p r i n c i p a l 
a t t r a c t i o n . Goethe's presence i n Weimar (along 
w i t h that of S c h i l l e r , Herder, Wieland, Cranach, 
and L i s z t ) i s f e l t everywhere. I t i s apparent 
that the GDR has spent a great deal of time, 
care, and money to e s t a b l i s h an open-museum 
atmosphere (Erbepflege) which makes Weimar 
e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g to the f o r e i g n Germanist, 
The town seems at times a b i t s l e e p i e r than 
other c i t i e s i n the GDR because of the h i s t o r i ­
c a l presence, but i t i s a l s o thoroughly char­
ming and a d e l i g h t f u l c i t y to explore on f o o t . 
For an American Germanist whose f a m i l i a r i t y 
w i t h the GDR has been l a r g e l y l i m i t e d to day 
t r i p s to Last B e r l i n , there may be some appre­
hension about an extended v i s i t to the GDR; i n 
my view, wholly without cause. I was made to 
f e e l welcome everywhere, o f t e n moreso than i n 
the FRG. Although I was sometimes asked d i f f i ­
c u l t questions, p a r t i c u l a r l y regarding the 
neutron bomb (which i s u n i v e r s a l l y seen w i t h 
h o r r o r and r e v u l s i o n i n the GDR), I met no 
h o s t i l i t y . I was fortunate enough to f o l l o w my 
three weeks i n Weimar w i t h a week and a h a l f 
i n B e r l i n and Neubrandenburg as a guest of the 
" L i g a für Völkerfreundschaft", during which 
time I was able to t a l k w i t h a broad v a r i e t y 
of people ( a r t i s t s , mayors, trade union func­
t i o n a r i e s , museum c u r a t o r s , c o l l e c t i v e farmers, 
f a c t o r y workers, and educators). A f t e r having 
read e x t e n s i v e l y about the GDR, my extended 
v i s i t there t h i s summer was a welcome immersio! 
as I had p r e v i o u s l y only been i n the GDR f o r a 
few days at a time. P a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a "Hoch­
s c h u l f e r i e n k u r s " normally c o s t s M4ß0,— f o r 
f a c u l t y members and M300,— f°r students, and 
t h i s fee i n c l u d e s t u i t i o n , a l l excursions, 
room, and board. I can recommend Weimar I I 
without r e s e r v a t i o n and suspect that the other 
courses are no l e s s w e l l organized and admini­
s t e r e d . Richard Rundell 

New Mexico State Univ 
******** 

- 1 -




