
F0RTHC0MING CONFERENCES 
FOURTH ANNUAL GDR WORLD FELLOWSHIP 

SYMPOSIUM 
We now have the agenda of workshops and semi­
nars f o r the Fourth Annual GDR Symposium at the 
World F e l l o w s h i p Center i n Conway, N.H., which 
was announced i n the October 77 i s s u e of the 
B u l l e t i n . The conference i s to take place from 
June 16-23, 1978. 
Workshop 1: "The Teaching of GDR L i t e r a t u r e 

and C u l t u r e . " 
Workshop 2: "Exchange Programs: Teachers, 

Speakers, Students, Books." 
Organized by P r o f . Margy Gerber, Bowling 
Green S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . 

Seminar 1: "Changing Images of Science and 
Technology i n GDR L i t e r a t u r e . " 

Seminar 2: "The S i g n i f i c a n c e of Lesser Known 
L i t e r a r y Genres: C h i l d r e n ' s Litera-? 
t u r e and T r i v i a L i t e r a t u r e . " 

Organized by P r o f . Theodor Langenbruch, 
Geo. I n s t , of Tech. 

Seminar 3: "Human Needs and Wants as R e f l e c t e d 
i n GDR F i l m s and T e l e v i s i o n P l a y s . " 

Seminar 4: "Changing Sex Roles i n GDR Society.' 
Organized by P r o f . C h r i s t i a n e Zehl Romero, 
T u f t s Univ. 

Seminar 5: " C u l t u r a l Communication Between the 
GDR and I t s Eastern and Western 
Neighbors." 

Seminar 6: "Economism-Consumerism i n the GDR." 
Organized by P r o f . Duncan Smith, Brown 
U n i v e r s i t y . 

Seminar 7: "The Struggle f o r a P a r t i c i p a t o r y 
S o c i a l i s t S o c i e t y and Human R i g h t s 
W i t h i n the Framework o f the H e l s i n k i 
Agreements." 

Seminar 8: " R e l i g i o u s Needs and Wants-Religiou: 
Organizations and A c t i v i t i e s , T h e i r 
Functions i n a Developing S o c i e t y . " 

Organized by The Rev. W. Christoph Schmauch, 
Exec. D i r . World F e l l o w s h i p . 

- P r o f . Duncan Smith of Brown Univ. w i l l have 
returned from Moscow a f t e r a s i x months stay, 
where he has been working on S o v i e t r e c e p t i o r 
of GDR l i t e r a t u r e . 

- There i s a l s o good reason t o b e l i e v e t h a t 
Jurek Becker, author of "Jacob the L i a r , " 
who w i l l be at O b e r l i n f o r the S p ring semes­
t e r , w i l l a l s o be able to att e n d . 

The deadline f o r proposed paper t o p i c s has 
been extended to March 1. The r e g i s t r a t i o n 
fee, room and board, a l l - i n c l u s i v e r a t e f o r th( 
week i s $110. ( C h i l d r e n , 50%.) Summaries of 
papers due A p r i l 30, 1978. 

* * * * * * * * 

The f o l l o w i n g s c h o l a r s w i l l a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n the Symposium: 
- P r o f . Bernhard of Rostock Univ., GDR, who 

w i l l be a guest p r o f e s s o r at Brown U. f o r 
the Spring semester, d e a l i n g w i t h GDR l i t . 

- P r o f . Volker Gransow of the Pädagogische 
Hochschule, Westfalen-Lippe, B i e l e f e l d , 
w i l l present a paper on " C u l t u r a l Needs and 
Wants of the East German f o r k i n g C l a s s . " 

- P r o f . Janos Timor o f the K a r l Marx Univ., 
Budapest, has had much contact w i t h the GDR 
and i s an expert i n manpower and educ a t i o n a l 
planning and the d i s t r i b u t i o n of income. He 
has a l s o attended the annual meeting of the 
American Economic A s s o c i a t i o n i n A t l a n t a 
l a s t September. 
PETITION FOR SPECIAL SESSION - MLA 78 

T h i s i s to announce the existence of a p e t i t i o n 
f o r a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n a t the 78 MLA f o r "Anna 
Seghers: A S o c i a l i s t Woman W r i t e r , " to i n c l u d e 
analyses of Anna Seghers' works as foremost 
exponents of S o c i a l i s t Realism and Anna Seghers 
as an eminent woman w r i t e r . Contact Peter 
Beiken or Elk e F r e d e r i k s e n at the Dept. of 
German, Univ. of Maryland, College Park, MD, 
20742. 

******** 

GDR B u l l e t i n 

P ublished three times a year. Correspon­
dence should be addressed t o : P a t r i c i a 
Herminghouse, e d i t o r , Dept. of Germanic 
Languages and L i t e r a t u r e s , Box 1104, 
Washington U n i v e r s i t y , S t . L o u i s , Mo. 

or to 

Book Reviews - Barton Byg, Henning Fülbier, 
M a r i l y n H e l t 

Research i n Progress - Reinhart J o s t 
Notes i n B r i e f - Reinhart J o s t , Barton Byg 
Conferences - Peter Jesse 
T r a v e l and Exchange - I n g r i d Weigand 
V i s i t i n g L e c t u r e r s - Henning Fülbier, I n g r i d 

Weigand 
Bib l i o g r a p h y - L e s l i e Adelson, Susan Hegger, 

Lynne Layton 

A l l of the above can be contacted through 
Box 1104, Washington U n i v e r s i t y . 

Regional C o n t r i b u t i n g E d i t o r s : 
Helen Fehervary, Ohio S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y ; 
Frank Hirschbach, U n i v e r s i t y of Minnesota; 
H.C. H u e t t i c h , U n i v e r s i t y of Southern C a l i ­
f o r n i a ; Theodor Langenbruch, Georgia I n s t , 
of Technology; C h r i s t i a n e Zehl Romero, T u f t s 
U n i v e r s i t y ; Marc D. Silberman, U n i v e r s i t y 
of Texas-San Antonio 
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CALL FOR PAPERS - MLA ?8 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s are being s o l i c i t e d f o r a S p e c i a l 
Session a t the 1978 MLA Convention on the t o p i c 
'Toetry and P o l i t i c s i n the GDR." B r i e f papers 
of 3-4 pages ( c l o s e a n a l y s i s , recent develop­
ments, e t c . ) should be submitted by March 25 
to Ann Fehn, Dept. of Germanic Languages, 
Harvard U n i v e r s i t y , Cambridge, MA 02138, or to 
Sara Lennox, Dept. o f German, Univ. of Massa­
ch u s e t t s , Amherst, MA 01003. 

******** 

THIRD ANNUAL EUROPEAN STUDIES CONFERENCE 
The T h i r d Annual European St u d i e s Conference 
w i l l be held on October 12-14, 1978 i n Omaha, 
Nebraska. This conference, sponsored by the 
U n i v e r s i t y of Nebraska at Omaha, i s to be an 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y meeting w i t h sessions devo­
ted t o current r e s e a r c h , research techniques, 
and teaching methodologies, as w e l l as to t r a ­
d i t i o n a l t o p i c s . A b s t r a c t s of papers should be 
submitted by May 1, 1978 t o P r o f e s s o r s G a r c i a 
and Jung, Dept. of FL, Univ. of Nebraska at 
Omaha, Omaha, Neb. 68101. 

******** 
MOUNTAIN INTERSTATE FOR. LANG. CONFERENCE 
This year's Mountain I n t e r s t a t e Foreign 
Language Conference w i l l be hosted by Berea 
C o l l e g e , and w i l l be h e l d October 12-44, 1978. 
The program w i l l i n c l u d e a s e c t i o n on GDR 
l i t e r a t u r e , which w i l l be organized by Theodor 
Langenbruch (Dept. of ML, Geo. I n s t , of Tech., 
Swann H a l l , A t l a n t a , Geo. 30332). Paper pro­
p o s a l s concerning s h o r t prose and poetry are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y welcome. The deadline f o r sub­
m i t t i n g two-page summaries and a b s t r a c t s i s 
A p r i l 15. For f u r t h e r d e t a i l s (such as ab­
s t r a c t forms) contact P r o f . A l b e r t o Fuente-
v i l l a , MIFLC P r e s i d e n t , Berea C o l l e g e , Box 
627, Berea, Ky., 4o4o4. 

RECENT CONFERENCES 
MLA CONVENTION CHICAGO 1977 

The program featured two sessions e x c l u s i v e l y 
concerned w i t h GDR l i t e r a t u r e , and at l e a s t 
two f u r t h e r sessions which i n c l u d e d GDR l i t e ­
r a t u r e . D e t a i l s concerning three of these ses­
sions were given i n the October 77 i s s u e of the 
B u l l e t i n . The f o u r t h s e s s i o n to be mentioned 

was a workshop "Technology and Marxism," I t 
was c h a i r e d by David B a t h r i c k and i n c l u d e d , i n 
a d d i t i o n to papers on "Aspects of Technology 
i n Marx and Rousseau" and "Ernst Junger's 
A r b e i t e r , " a p r e s e n t a t i o n by Helen Fehervary 
"Prometheus Rebound: Technology and the D i a ­
l e c t i c of Myth." This paper discussed d i r e c t 
references to the Prometheus myth (Heiner 
Müller), i n t e r p r e t e d the " p o s i t i v e hero" of 
e a r l y GDR l i t e r a t u r e ( e s p e c i a l l y i n d u s t r i a l 
novels) as a Promethian f i g u r e , and demonstra­
ted the d i a l e c t i c of progress i n Biermann's 
poem "Der Aufsteigende" (1968). 

The s p e c i a l s e s s i o n "A Taxonomy of S o c i a l i s t 
Realism," c h a i r e d by Adele R i c k e t t (and i n t e n ­
ded to be continued next y e a r ) , attempted to 
i d e n t i f y common as w e l l as d i f f e r e n t elements 
i n Chinese, S o v i e t , and GDR novels. Bwyohdr 
t h i s , more b a s i c methodological problems were 
discussed, such as o r i g i n s and d e f i n i t i o n s of 
the n o v e l , s i g n i f i c a n c e of the author-reader 
r e l a t i o n , and e v a l u a t i v e problems ( d i d a c t i c 
versus e s t h e t i c f u n c t i o n of l i t e r a t u r e ) . 

The two sessions devoted e n t i r e l y t o GDR l i t e ­
r a t u r e a t t r a c t e d almost one hundred p a r t i c i ­
pants each. The seminar "Short Prose F i c t i o n , " 
c h a i r e d by Richard Z i p s e r , presented d i f f e r e n t 
methodological approaches (predominantly struc. 
t u r a l i s t ) : K arl-Heinz Schoeps analyzed the nar 
r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e of C h r i s t a Wolf's "Blickwech-
s e l , " Ann C. Fehn i n v e s t i g a t e d b a s i c binary 
o p p o s i t i o n s and c e n t r a l metaphors i n Volker 
Braun's "Unvollendete Geschichte," and Jack 
Zipes i l l u s t r a t e d the e p i s o d i c s t r u c t u r e of 
R i n e r Kunze's Die Wunderbaren Jahre. The 
d i s c u s s i o n of the l a s t paper centered around 
the question i f there i s something " t y p i c a l l y 
German" about b u r e a u c r a t i c s t r u c t u r e s and a t t i ­
tudes i n East and West Germany, and whether 
Kunze was aiming, w i t h h i s book, at t h i s a s p e c 
of the "deutsche Misere." No general agree­
ment was reached on t h i s matter; however, 
there was a concensus that GDR l i t e r a t u r e of 
the k i n d discussed i n t h i s s e s s i o n i s h i g h l y 
s t i m u l a t i n g f o r American classrooms, presen­
t i n g and provoking a l t e r n a t i v e t h i n k i n g . I n 
h i s response to the three papers, Jürgen 
Hoegl gave a c r i t i c a l a n a l y s i s and showed 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s i n t h e i r f i n d i n g s : A r t i s t i c 
s t r u c t u r e s correspond to the themes of con-




