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Background: To assess, among adults ages 50 -75 who have never been screened for colorectal cancer (CRC), the consistency between their reported barriers for screening at baseline and at a six-month follow-up. Methods: A nationally representative sample of 560 participants recruited from GfK’s Knowledge Panel completed a baseline and a six-month follow up survey. Both surveys assessed screening barriers. Results: At baseline, participants identified 27 barriers. From baseline to follow up, there was a significant increase in reporting of five barriers: ‘too busy/no time’, ‘no symptoms’, ‘in good health’, ‘no motivation’, and ‘hadn’t thought about it’. Reporting having ‘no barriers’ at baseline was a significant predictor of being screened at follow up. Conclusions: Barriers reported by never screeners are similar to those reported in previous studies on CRC screening barriers. At follow up, barriers related to beliefs and knowledge about who should be screened, and attitudes towards screening were reported more frequently. No specific baseline barrier predicted screening at follow up. Among people who have never been screened, population-based interventions should focus on addressing barriers related to time and improving knowledge and beliefs about who should be screened and when, as well as attitudes towards screening to design more efficacious and tailored interventions. More research is needed to help adults who have never been screened achieve greater insight into how to eliminate all of their perceived barriers to increase screening.
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