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Dear Drs. Smith and Barry: 

I am submitting a manuscript electronically to Health Behavior Research (HBR), special issue 
“Advancing Health Behavior Research and Scholarship through Mentorship” entitled Food insecurity is correlated with heavier weight preferences among black women. The current word count of the paper is 2,376 with 25 references. Although this puts us 376 words and over the limit of 2000 words for a research brief, we decided to err on the side of being responsive to all the reviewers’ comments in this regardThe author list for this submission is as follows: Layton Reesor-Oyer, PhD(c), Nadia Garcia Marroquin, & Daphne C. Hernandez, PhD, MSEd.

This manuscript aligns with the theme of the special issue, as it is a product of collaboration between Layton Reesor, Nadia Garcia Marroquin, and Dr. Daphne Hernandez. This manuscript consisted of multiple layers of mentoring. Nadia Garcia Marroquin is an undergraduate mentee of Dr. Hernandez; Layton Reesor is Dr. Hernandez’s doctoral student. Throughout the writing process of this manuscript, Nadia Garcia Marroquin was mentored by both Layton Reesor and Dr. Hernandez. Layton Reesor was mentored by Dr. Hernandez on the actual writing of this manuscript, but also on how to mentor undergraduate students. Training on how to mentor others is critical for graduate students to become successful professors.

The preparation of this manuscript was partially supported by the Research and Extension Experiential Learning for Undergraduate (REEU) Program of the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, USDA, Grant # 2017-67032-26021, where Garcia Marroquin is an undergraduate mentee of Hernandez. The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official views of the sponsoring organizations.

We wish to affirm that this manuscript has not been previously published, nor have findings been posted online. The manuscript is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, and it will not be submitted to any other journal while under consideration at HBR. This study was approved by the University of Houston’s IRB, where data analyses took place, and all appropriate ethical codes were adhered to in the conduct of this research. 

I will serve as the corresponding author of the current manuscript. Neither I, nor my co-authors, have any conflicting interests that might be interpreted as influencing the research. I will keep my co-authors informed of the status of the manuscript in the editorial process and any revisions that are made to the manuscript. If accepted, we will be happy to accommodate relevant editorial suggestions and will meet all deadlines associated with the continued consideration and eventual publication of our manuscript. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Layton Reesor-Oyer, PhD(c)
LMReesor@uh.edu
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