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Technological change and overlapping social. environ­
mental. educational and political issues have increased 
the need for understandable communications among the 
different countries of the world. Because EngliSh 1s wldely­
used. many Americans have no other language capability 
and are at a disadvantage in many situations. In addition, 
changes in the ethnic composition of the United Slates 
have intensified the need for skills in other languages. The 
need for second-language skills is perhaps greater among 
agriculturalists than it is for other areas. The Cooperative 
Extension System has Important roles to play in expanding 
these communication skills. 

Introduction 
'Iltrough modern communica­

tions and transportation systems. 
the world is rapidly becoming a 
smaller place in which theeconomlc. 
social. environmental. educational. 
and political issues of one country 
tend to overlap with those of other 
countries. Such overlap of Issues 
emphasiZes the need for clear. con­
cise and understandable communi­
cations among the general popula­
tion of the different countries as well 
as among the leaders of those coun­
tries. 

When we consider the pro­
found Impact of the unification of 
the European Community (EC) In 
1992. the economic progress and 
competitiveness of far eastern 
countries such as Japan and 
Korea. or the Increasing U.S. 
dependence on fann laborers from 
non- English speaking nations and 
changing Immigration patterns. 
do those of us who speak only 
English assume too much regard­
Ing the need to communicate In 
other languages? Are we perhaps 
somewhat arrogant regarding our 
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