Radio Project in the
Land of the Midnight Sun

JO NELSON

GETTING BOGGED DOWN with the daily voutine of broad-
casting? Or weary of entertaining foreign visitors?

Then go off on a short-term professional foreign visit yourself!

importance of international and intercultural communication.

Two years ago I conceived the idca of an “Intercultural Radio
Project” with Norway—with the objective of giving the many
Minnesotans of Norwegian descent a picture of some aspects of
modern Norway. I could do this, I decided, through interviews I
would record with some of the leaders in c¢ducation, the arts, and
industry. I would then use these transcribed intcrviews as a series
on my radio program on KUOM, the University of Minncsota
station,

Arrangements Take Time

Making the specific contacls was a long procedure—it took me
about two years, actually—bccause at first it was a hit-and-miss
process. With a knowledge {obtained later) of how and where to
make the proper contacts, the time could have been shortened
considerably. Because of a wamning from a friend of red tape I
might encounter, I first sought clearance from Norwegian au-
thorities to find out whether it was permissible to make tapc re-
cordings. The red tape proved to be non-existent.

Colleagues who had been in Norway fumnished some leads and
specific names. A bi-monthly magazine, The Norseman, provided
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