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pages. 559,95 soft cover.

Distance education is a hot topic on many university campuses
today, and one of the fastest growing areas within that discipline is
the delivery of instruction and training via the Web. Web-based
instruction (WEI) has taken many forms, from the simple posting of
a syllabus to a full-fledged delivery of course materials including
instrector/student interaction and online evaluation. A dedicated
Web surfer can find many examples of WBI, but until recently
reference material in print has been rare,

While developing a graduate course in educational technology
focusing on WBI in 1996, Badrul Khan of the University of Texas at
Brownsville found a lack of centralized information on the subject.
With the encouragement of several colleagues, he began to compile
Information and solicit contributions for & manuscript that eventually
became this bock. Khan divides the work into live sectlons: Intrg-
duction to Web-based instruction; Web-based leaming enviran-
ments and critical issues; designing Web-based instruction; deliver-
ing Web-based instruction; and case studies of Web-based courses.
Owver 90 authors from educational institutions in the {.5., Canada,
England, Australia, Germany, [taly and the Netherlands contribute
chaplers concemning their various specialties, Assisting the reader’s
comprehension and helping to keep the 400 plus pages from
becoming soporific are a number of tables, diagrams, illustrations
and ‘snapshots’ of Web pages,

The subject matter appeals to a wide range of intenests, ranging
a5 it does from pedagogical discussions to production tips to listings
of useful Web sites. Falr use and other copyright issues ane ad-
dressed, and | found some of the best materal Pve seen on forma-
tive and summative evaluation of Web-based courses, Web-based
conferencing systems for the development of on-line courses also
find mention in the book, including the Virtual-(f Education Systern
(httpkochab.cs.sfu.ca:B000) and Web Course in.a Box (httpy!f
madduck.mmdyvcu.eduwebbvcb.html) Other topics include
student motivation, faculty incentives, faculty and stalf training, and
interactivity. Practicing what it preaches, the book provides Web site
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addresses and e-mail addresses along with traditional references
at the end of most chapters. Faculty members, instructional design-
ers, computer and media specialists and other support personnel
should find this book to be a valuable resource in planning distance
education projects over the Web.

Ron Thomas
University of Florida
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GE What ACE Offers

The Agricullural Communicators in Education (ACE)
is an international association of professionals who
utilize a wide variety of media—ranging from traditional
methods to current technologies—to disseminate
information concerning natural resources, agriculture,
and the food industry. ACE was organized in 1913, Its
members meet regularly in regional meetings, work-
shops, and at annual meetings held each year in differ-
ent locations within the United States.

ACE is dedicated to the professional development of
its members. International meetings alm 1o help mem-
bers develop communications strategies and plans and
to increase their technological knowledge and skills.

Most of ACE's 700+ members are facully and staff
members at land-grant and sea-grant universities
throughout the U.5. and in similar institutions in other
nations. Some are amployed by the federal govern-
ment, others by associated agribusinesses. Others are
employed at international agricultural development
centers arcund the world,

ACE membears are the communications backbone of @
research and teaching network established in the United
States more thanm a century ago. They plan, prepare, and
digseminate research results and extension teaching
materials. Their stock in trade is scientific information
for scienlists and technicians and practical, problem-
solving information for people who can put it to work:
tarmers, familles, foresters, food processors, news
media, ranchers, homemakers, young people, maring
businesses, maln stroet businesses, and many othors,

For mare information, contact:

cfo ACE Coordinator
ACE Headguarters
p POBox35
Evinston, FL 32633
Ph: 352/392-9588 Fax: 352/392-8583
g-mail; ace@gnv.ifas.ull.edu

For your professional development
and the benefit of the world.
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