Response to Reviewers

Thank you to the reviewers for their comments and suggestions for improvement. We have provided their feedback from the JAC reviews in italics below along with how that was address in the manuscript.

Literature 
Study follows in previous work on lab-grown meat and other ag technologies. However, there have been
some studies on lab-grown meat conducted by agricultural communications researchers that weren’t
identified in the introduction or conceptual framework. The authors may want to use those as a basis for
their work moving forward.
· We appreciate the reviewer’s comment regarding adding additional studies and have included several additional studies into the framework section.

I appreciate the authors’ response but still wish the conceptual framework incorporated more theory. I
understand the rationale provided, but framing could be integrated in the framework while noting that the
study did not fully emulate most framing studies.
· To help address this comment, we added a framing theory section to the literature review:
· The concept of framing in communication research was introduced in 1972, defined as “spatial and temporary bounding of set of interactive messages” (Bateson, 1972,  p. 197). A frame is a central organizing theme that provides context and meaning to events (Gamson & Modigliani, 1987). Entman (1993) described framing as the processes of selecting and focusing on details of a topic and consistently communicating those aspects so that causations, judgements, and solutions for the described issue can be established. Previous studies (Bryant & Barnett, 2019; Bryant & Dillard, 2019; Sexton et al., 2019) have utilized framing similar to how themes are used in the current study.
· In previous edits, we additionally addressed the framing theory in the recommendations section.
· As this was an exploratory study with researcher-developed message stimuli, we hesitated to describe the messages as “framed.” As more research is completed regarding the message elements used in discourse about lab-grown meat, we recommend applying framing theory in subsequent studies. Future research should utilize this theoretical framework in the development, refinement, and testing of message stimuli. Framing theory in conjunction with scientific certainty and risk and benefit perceptions could be utilized in future research with different audiences, agricultural topics, and industries.

The authors did an admirable job of providing clear recommendations to a variety of stakeholder groups.
· Thank you!

High. The findings weren’t surprising but provided additional support for future studies in this vein.
· Thank you!

APA style is well done. There are some formatting issues (bolded and italicized paragraph on p. 9 under
Intention to Share Content subheading).
· Thank you! The listed formatting issues have been fixed.

