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Robert (Bob) Gillen
Southwest Research-Extension Center Head

B.S., Colorado State University
Ph.D., Oregon State University

Bob was appointed head of the Western 
Kansas Agricultural Research Centers in 
2006. His research interests include grazing 
management systems, grassland ecology, 
and forage establishment.

J.D. McNutt
Director, Southwest Operations

B.S., Oklahoma State University 
M.S., East Central University
Ph.D., Higher Education Administration, 

Oklahoma State University 

J.D. provides administrative leadership to 
the Southeast and Southwest extension 
areas.

Jonathan Aguilar
Extension Specialist, Water Resources 
Engineer

B.S. and M.S., University of the Philippines 
Los Baños

Ph.D., Kansas State University

Jonathan’s extension and research programs 
focus on irrigation systems, water conserva-
tion practices, irrigation scheduling, water 
quality, new and emerging relevant technol-
ogies (such as soil, water, and plant sensors; 
remote sensing; and GIS), and crop water 
management.

Debra Bolton
Extension Specialist, Family and Consumer 
Sciences

B.S., English, St. Mary of the Plains College
M.S., Fort Hays State University
Ph.D., Kansas State University

Debra works with local agents on projects, 
program development, and training. Her 
research focuses on families, rural social 
systems, and community developmental 
processes.

Randall Currie
Weed Scientist

B.S., Kansas State University
M.S., Oklahoma State University
Ph.D., Texas A&M University 

Randall joined the staff in 1991. His 
research focus is on weed control in corn.

Jeff Elliott
Research Farm Manager

B.S., University of Nebraska 

Jeff joined the staff as an Animal Caretaker 
III in 1984 and was promoted to Research 
Farm Manager in 1989.

Anserd (AJ) Foster
Extension Specialist, Crops and Soils

B.S., M.S., Louisiana State University 
M.S., Mississippi State University 
Ph.D., Oklahoma State University

AJ joined the staff in July 2015. His exten-
sion duties are to provide leadership for 
extension educational programs in crops, 
soils, weeds, forages, and rangelands. His 
main area of expertise is soil fertility, he also 
has interests in cropping systems manage-
ment in different environments.

John Holman
Cropping Systems Agronomist

B.S., M.S., Montana State University
Ph.D., University of Idaho

John joined the staff in 2006. His research 
involves crop rotations, forages, and inte-
grated weed management.



Isaya (Isaiah) Kisekka
Irrigation Engineer

B.S., Makerere University
M.S. and Ph.D., University of Florida

Isaya’s research interests include deficit 
irrigation management, remote sensing for 
crop and water management, and cropping 
systems modeling.

Bertha Mendoza
EFNEP/FNP Area Agent

B.S., Kansas State University
M.S., Fort Hays State University

Bertha joined the staff in October 2009. 
She delivers nutrition education programs 
and emphasizes the importance of physical 
activity for a healthy lifestyle to low-income 
families from several cultural backgrounds 
in southwest Kansas.

Chris Onstad
Area Extension Director

B.S., Agronomy, South Dakota State 
University 

M.S. and Ph.D., Plant Pathology, North 
Dakota State University 

As area director, Chris works with special-
ists located in the Northwest and South-
west Research and Extension centers, as 
well as agents across the northwest portion 
of the state. This includes collaboration 
with local extension boards that represent 
the communities served. 

Alan Schlegel
Agronomist-in-Charge, Tribune

B.S., Kansas State University
M.S., Ph.D., Purdue University

Alan joined the staff in 1986. His research 
involves fertilizer and water management in 
reduced-tillage systems.

Amy M. Sollock
Southwest Area 4-H Specialist

B.S., University of Illinois at Urbana  
Champaign

M.S., Oklahoma State University

Amy began her role as Area 4-H Specialist 
in early 2016.  She provides leadership and 
resources to 24 counties in the area of 4-H 
youth development, including community 
clubs, school enrichment, camping and 
afterschool programs.  She is passionate 
about teaching young people of all back-
grounds valuable life skills so that they can 
reach their fullest potential in adulthood.

Monte Vandeveer
Extension Agricultural Economist

B.S., M.S., Kansas State University
Ph.D., Purdue University

Monte joined the staff in February of 
2016.  His extension duties are to provide 
educational programs on farm management 
topics across southwest Kansas and the rest 
of the state.  He has particular interest in 
crop insurance and risk management in 
general.

Justin Waggoner
Extension Specialist, Beef Systems

B.S., M.S., Animal Sciences and Industry, 
Kansas State University

Ph.D., Ruminant Nutrition, New Mexico 
State University

Justin joined the staff in 2007. His exten-
sion program focuses primarily on beef 
cattle and livestock production.

Sarah Zukoff
Extension Specialist, Entomologist

B.S. and M.S., Georgia Southern University
Ph.D., University of Missouri

Sarah has a joint research/extension 
appointment. Her work focuses on arthro-
pods in field and forage crops as well as 
rangeland systems.



2016 Southwest Research-Extension Center Staff*
Araya Berhe	 Research Associate

Dewayne Bond	 Assistant Scientist, Tribune

David Bowen	 Agricultural Technician Senior

Norma Cantu	 Senior Administrative Assistant

Mike Pointer	 Gen. Maintenance and Repair Technician II

Pat Geier	 Assistant Scientist

Lynn Harshbarger	 Administrative Specialist 

Jaylen Koehn	 Agricultural Technician Senior

Scott Maxwell	 Agricultural Technician Senior 

Joanna Meier	 Accountant I

Bruce Niere	 Gen. Maintenance and Repair Technician

Tom Roberts	 Assistant Scientist

David Romero, Jr.	 Equipment Mechanic

Jeff Slattery	 Agricultural Technician Senior, Tribune

Monty Spangler	 Agricultural Technician Senior

Dennis Tomsicek	 Agricultural Technician Senior

Ashlee Wood	 Administrative Specialist

Anthony Zukoff	 Assistant Scientist

Southwest Research-Extension Center

4500 East Mary, Bldg. 947

Garden City, KS 67846

Phone: 620-276-8286

Fax: 620-276-6028

* See previous pages for additional staff and report authors
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