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hursday was opening night for 
K-State’s Ebony Theatre produc-
tion of, “By the Way Meet Vera 

Stark,” written by Lynn Nottage and di-
rected by Hannah L’abri Miller. The play 
is to be the last performed in the Purple 
Masque Theatre before it’s relocated to 
the west side of Memorial Stadium.

“By the Way Meet Vera Stark” is a 
satire of race in the glamorous days of 
Old Hollywood. The titular character, 

Vera Stark, is a budding actress in an era 
where the only roles for African-Amer-
ican women are maids. During the first 
act, the audience follows the story of 
how Stark went from playing a real-life 
maid to movie star Gloria Mitchell, to 
playing a role alongside Mitchell in the 
play “The Belle of New Orleans.”

The second act of the show consists 
of a forum where guest panelists and the 
host discuss what happened to Stark.

“Vera and I are very alike; we both 
are working-class and strive to reach our 
dreams,” Daijah Porchia, sophomore 
in theater and the actress playing Vera 
Stark, said.

Porchia said that she feels Stark was 
based off of countless black actresses’ 
stories and how they were confined to 
stereotypes and identity traps.

One thing Miller said she wants the 
audience to take away is perspective. 
She said she feels that the tale of Stark 
opens a conversation as to what it real-
ly was like back then and even now for 
African-American women in the film 
industry.

“I hope audiences learn to think 
about how identities affect women of 
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Many wine experts say the 
best wines are made in vine-
yards, not cellars, according to 
Scott Benjamin, owner and chef 
of Manhattan restaurant 4 Olives.

Benjamin said he takes this 
same mentality to the food he 
serves. It is all about starting 
with interesting and great ingre-
dients.

4 Olives, located in Down-
town Manhattan on South Fourth 
Street, is a contemporary upscale 
restaurant, according to its web-
site. Benjamin spends his time 
experimenting to create new 
menu items for the restaurant by 
using fresh, local products and 
combining the familiar with the 
unfamiliar.

“There are so many wonder-
ful things out there; it’s our job 
to get them to the table without 
messing them up too much,” 
Benjamin said.

Ebony  eatre sheds light on struggles 
African-American actresses face

4 Olives aims to make fi ne dining an inclusive experience

SGA focuses 
on #ItsOnUs, 
funding, statutes

By Scotland Preston
the collegian

Parker Robb | the collegian
Scott Benjamin, owner and chef at 4 Olives in downtown Manhattan, discovered his passion for wine 
while working at a winery as a teenager, which eventually led him to open 4 Olives, the only restaurant in 
Kansas to achieve the Wine Spectator Best of Award of Excellence.

Nicholas Cady | the collegian
Darrington Clark, junior in mass communications, and Daijah Porchia, sophomore in theater, perform as the leads in K-State Theatre’s 
production of “By the Way, Meet Vera Stark.”

Senators spent their Thursday SGA 
meeting discussing how to make K-State 
safer, as well as how to better allocate priv-
ilege fee dollars and funding organizations.

As part of the “It’s On Us” campaign, 
if students are dismissed for non-academic 
misconduct, such as stalking, harassing or 
assaulting a fellow student, K-State notes 
that on the student’s transcript so that an-
other university would be aware of the is-
sue. The senators unanimously approved a 
resolution to encourage the Kansas Board of 
Regents to adopt the policy, something other 
universities in the state are currently looking 
to do as well.

According to Kays, adoption of this 
policy at all Kansas Board of Regents 
schools would help universities know ex-
actly what problems they could potentially 
be receiving with an incoming student and 
synchronize the communication between all 
of the universities.

“There was an issue where a student 
who was dismissed from K-State for non-ac-
ademic misconduct transferred to KU,” Stu-
dent Body President Reagan Kays, senior 
in agribusiness, said. “KU came and asked 
us why we hadn’t told them about the issue 
and we asked why they hadn’t read the tran-
script.”

Then, the allocations from the Stu-
dent-Centered Tuition Enhancement com-
mittee were approved. The committee had 
a total budget of $750,000 and allocated 
$562,180 to the 12 proposals that were sub-
mitted.

“It’s typical to look at proposals that 
are currently essential to functioning here at 
K-State,” Student Body Vice President Cody 
Kennedy, senior in education and chairman 
of the committee, said. “We are rolling those 
off on to central administration budget.”

Programs funded by SCTE are usually 
new programs that are being tested by the 
university and are given SCTE funding for 
a period of time before being moved to the 
central administration budget if they are suc-
cessful. This is the fi rst year that SCTE has 
not used its entire budget, due to a lack of 
applications.

Amendments were made to the SGA 
statutes concerning the fi ve arts funding reg-
ulations. It now allows funding to cover pay-
roll and benefi ts. Statutes were also amended 
for the recreational complex to prevent priv-
ilege fee dollars from being used to build or 
renovate the recreation complex.

Amendments were made to the statutes 
considering the student activity fee funding 
to prevent a prior loophole which allowed 
organizations that required students be en-
rolled in a specifi c course to request fund-
ing. This was problematic for senators in the 
case of funding for Studios 805 and 101 that 
requested funding earlier this year and were 
both denied.

It was announced that the backside of 
17th street will be closed from Gen. Richard 
B. Myers Hall to the Engineering Complex 
after spring break due to construction.

Funding was approved for the Engi-
neering Student Council to attend the Na-
tional Association of Engineering Student 
Councils National Conference. The Human 
Ecology College Council also received 
funding for its fi rst professional develop-
ment day.

Phi Beta Sigma was given funding to 
host its annual Wildcat Step Show on April 
18. Funding was also given to the Institute 
of Industrial Engineers to attend the Region-
al Industrial Engineering Conference from 
Thursday to Sunday. Pussycat Printmaking 
Society was also given funding to send eight 
members to the Southern Graphics Council 
Printmaking Conference, March 18-21.
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