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body which seems to invite us to decompose it, so that an infinite
chain of anagrams may re-compose the truth it contains” (HT
85). Zurn’s mental illness began in 1957, when she met Henri
Michaux, whose writings on madness she admired and whom she
believed to be the real-life version of her imaginary “Man of Jas-
mine.” Apparently this meeting, along with difficulties in her re-
lationship with Bellmer, precipitated her first mental crisis.® She
was committed to the mental institution in Berlin-Wittenau while
on a visit from Paris and then to the St. Anne hospital in Paris,
where she remained for three years. After further hospitalizations
for mental illness in 1964 and 1966, Ziirn completed The Man of
Jasmine in 1967, as well as another prescient book, Dark Spring,
about a little girl who jumps out of the window because of an
unrequited love.” In 1969, Bellmer became paralyzed from a
stroke and felt unable to take care of her. He had her committed
again and when she came to visit him, on October 17, 1970, he
ended their relationship of over 16 years. That night, Ziirn jumped
off the balcony of Bellmer’s sixth-floor apartment to her death.
Her gravestone in Pére Lachaise reads: “My love will follow you
into eternity. Hans to Unica.”®

By all accounts, Ziirn and Bellmer had lived in a folie a deux
which is, perhaps, best summed up by Bellmer’s photograph of
Ziirn holding a life-sized doll in her arms with himself towering
from behind over both of them. The doll’s face resembles that of
Ziirn and it has been suggested that Bellmer was like a puppeteer
for her.’ Ziirn too, in The Man of Jasmine, describes their first
meeting in terms of an over-identification, a relationship of re-
semblance mediated by an image:

Why did she move to France? 1953, in Berlin, she sees the same
French film three times in order to get drunk on the sight of a
particular face. . . . She identifies so strongly with this masculine
face that suddenly she is told “you resemble him.” A few days
later she meets a man and recognizes his face as the one in the
film which she herself has come to resemble. Highly surprised,
she hears someone say: “That man resembles X in the film.” This
confirmation, as well as his request that she should accompany
him to Paris, spurs her decision to leave Berlin. (M] 31)




























































